Chairman's Column

Twenty-two of our members joined a
large industry related group at the annu-
al November API Joint luncheon at the
Roosevelt Hotel. The keynote speaker was
Louisiana Secretary of Natural Resources,
Scott Angelle, who delivered an upbeat
discussion covering offshore and onshore
activity in Louisiana.

This month, on Tuesday, December 20th,
we return to our regular venue at Andrea’s
for the annual “Open Mike” meeting.

As you may have noticed, we are back to
our full version of the newsletter, since
Tom Klekamp got tired of my “bitching
and moaning” and agreed to take back
this project at least for the remainder of
this meeting year. Thanks to Tom for,
once again, coming to our chapter’ aid.

We have lined up excellent technical talks
for January and March and are working on
others to fill out the rest of the meeting
dates. Suggestions for future speakers are
very welcome!

A few of you have not yet sent in first half
dues, which are due at the beginning of the
fall term. Please check your records and
make sure you are not in that number.

On behalf of the Chapter officers and
board members, we wish everyone a Hap-
py Holiday Season and a Prosperous and
Healthy New Year!

Louis E. Lemarié
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TEXAS REGISTRATION
POWER GRAB:
THE SHOWDOWN IN AUSTIN

Marc Maddox reports on the Texas
Board of Professional Geoscientists and
the Special Board Meeting held Novem-
ber 7th, 2011 in Austin. The following
is a digest of his emailing.

TBPG Chairman
Ron Kitchens along
with eight of nine
TBPG

were present at the

members
meeting.  Twenty-
five to thirty mem-
bers of the public

attended.

M. Kitchens began
with
remarks, explaning

introductory

the events leading
up to board’s deci-
sion to publish the
Petition for Adop-
tion of Rules in ... "
the Texas Register activities.
on September 30,
2011. These included reference to the
oil and gas advisory workgroup, and
the board’s belief that the best way to
garner public comment was to make a
straw man rule proposal. [ed's. emph.]
This took the form of the Petition for
Adoption of Rules. The overall impres-
sion was that the members of the oil and
gas community on the advisory commit-
tee were used for cover in an attempt to
parse the meaning of words in the Texas
Professional Geoscientist Act, with the
intent of expanding the board’s author-
ity to cover oil and gas activities. Atleast

"The overall impres-
sion was that the
members of the oil
and gas commu-
nity on the advisory
committee were
used for cover in an
attempt to parse the

meaning of words
in the Texas Profes-

sional Geoscientist
Act, with the intent
of expanding the
board’s authority to
cover oil and gas

three members of that advisory group
were SIPES members Dave Rensink,
Robert Pledger and Phil Martin. All
three resigned in protest from the com-
mittee over this issue.

After remarks, Chairman
Kitchens made a motion
to withdraw proposed
rule changes. The motion
was seconded, and Ex-
ecutive Director Charles
Horton then took the
floor to summarize pub-
lic response to the rule
changes. He stated that
375 responses had been
received during the com-
ment period, ... Of these
responses ..
supportive of the rule
changes, and all others
were in opposition. For-
ty-eight responses were
received after the end of

four were

the comment period.

After Mr. Horton’s presentation, Chair-
man Kitchens opened the floor to com-
ments from the board and public. Three
citizens stepped forward to speak. These
were Bruce Darling, representing envi-
ronmental and hydrology geoscientists;
Phillip Bennett, Associate Dean of the
Jackson School of Geosciences, repre-
senting academia; and, Bill Stephens,
with the Texas Alliance of Energy Pro-
ducers. All spoke in opposition, present-
ing a united front among geoscientists
from all disciplines.



Marc Maddox - continued from page 1

No board members chose to comment,
and the vote proceeded [with] all eight
board members in attendance voted
<« » .

yes” to withdraw proposed rules.

The meeting then proceeded to Agenda
Item D: consideration and possible ac-
tion on posting of a Board initiated Ad-
visory Opinion concerning the re-affir-
mation of the exemption of exploration
and development of oil, gas, or other
energy resources described in Section
1002.252 of the Texas Geoscience Prac-
tice Act.

The actual wording of the Draft Opin-
ion was then read: “It is the opinion of
the Board that those who engage in the
work performed in the exploration for
and development of oil, gas, or other en-
ergy resources, base metals, or precious or
non-precious minerals, including sand,
gravel, or aggregate, are not required to
be licensed under the Texas Geosciences
Practice Act” A motion was made to
vote for the Advisory
Opinion to be pub-
lished. All eight board
members in attendance
voted “yes” to publish
the Advisory Opinion
in the Texas Register as
an affirmation of the oil
and gas exemption.

Kitchens
then formally dissolved

Chairman

the Industry Advisory
oil and gas workgroup,
and the floor was opened to public com-
ments. The following took the podium
to express their thoughts and opinions
to the board.

Pete Rose spoke eloquently to the gen-
esis of the TGPA, the fractious nature
of the recent activities of the board,
and the fact that a lot of fence mending
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Pete Rose spoke elo-
guently to the gen-
esis of the TGPA, the
fractious nature of
the recent activities

of the board, and
the fact that a lot of
fence mending will
be required to get
things back on track

will be required to get things back on
track. Mr. Rose specifically stated that
the board could show its sincerity by ac-
cepting the resignation of those mem-
bers most involved in the proposal of
the rule changes. Dave Rensink spoke
in equally passionate terms opposing the
Others who stepped
to the podium were: Susan Hvorka —
BEG; Richard Howell; Matthew Cow-
an, former president of the Houston
Geological Society; John Mikels, Geos
Consulting, Austin, and Marc Maddox,
of SIPES, voicing the concerns of the
professional community.

board’s actions.

Representatives of the environmental,
hydrologic, academic and oil and gas
community were united in opposition
to the rule changes proposed by the
TBPG.

The challenge before us, and the TBPG,
is how to restore the credibility of the
certification program in Texas, and how
to put safeguards in place to prevent a
repeat of this train
wreck five or ten years
from now. Certifica-
tion has been working
since it has been in
Members
of the environmental

existence.

and hydrology com-
munity believe that
they require certifi-
cation to maintain
their ability to work
in their professions.
The temptation is to
dismantle the entire
program, and the challenge is to restore
it to its original function.

SIPES members had a significant role in
checking the expansion of the geoscien-
tist certification program in Texas.

See an update of Louisiana’s professional
registration on page 4, this issue.
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BEACON
EXPLORATION

Al Baker, Jr., Senior Explorationist
Abaker1006@aol.com

Hank E. Ecroyd, Senior Explorationist
hecroyd@aol.com

3636 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 210
Metairie, LA 70002

Office: 504-836-2710
Fax: 504-836-2709

BOB DOUGLASS
EXPLORATION CO.

M.R. (Bob) Douglass
Consulting Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1059
Destrehan, LA 70047

bobdouglass@cox.net
985-764-7463
Cell 225-247-0600
Fax 985-764-0955

BRUNET
FINANCIAL GROUP

RANDY BRUNET, CPA, PFS

Securities offered through
HD Vest Investment Services, Mbr SIPC
Advisory services offered through
HD Vest Advisory Services,
Non-Bank Subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Co.

446 Rosa Avenue
Metairie, Louisiana 70005
504-838-0227 Fax 504-833-5217
eltonfan@bfg.nocoxmail.com

GEO-DRAFT, INC.

A Professional Drafting and Graphics Firm
Geological, Geophysical & Land Drafting
Courtroom & Legal Graphics

Anthony Catalanotto, President

3349 Ridgelake Drive, Suite 202
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

Office 504-836-2882 Cellular 504-481-7291
Fax 504-836-2877 Home 504-464-5737

www.geodraftinc.com
geodraft@bellsouth.
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LaBay Exploration, L.L.C.

111 Veterans Blvd. Suite 1550
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

www.labayexploration.com

Office: 504-371-59617
Fax: 504-371-5969

THOMAS C. KLEKAMP
GEOLOGIST

AMBER RESOURCES LLC
106 CHASSE PLACE
MANDEVILLE, LOUISIANA 70471

985 630 2480
KLEKAMP@BELLSOUTH.NET

ART JOHNSON

HYDRATE ENERGY
INTERNATIONAL, LLC

612 PETIT BERDOT DRIVE
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065
504-220-6208

Visit the SIPES New Orleans Chapter

Website

http:/lwww.sipesneworleans.org/

Past Newsletters
Photos Links
Consultants and Advertisers

David Broadbridge, Webmaster
david@kimsuoil.com
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WILLIS CONATSER
GEOLOGIST

SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA
ONSHORE PROSPECTS

WECONATSER@AOL.COM
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ALPINE EXPLORATION
comeaAnies. inC.

Al Porretto and
Merle Duplantis, Vice-President, Geology
5910 N Central Xway, Ste 270
Dallas, Texas 75206
www.alpineexci.com
ap@alpinexci.com md@alpinexci.com
Dallas #s
214-692-0070 Fax: 214-692-0071
Merle’'s Mobile: 504-236-4650
Al's Moble 504-452-4020

Roy Walther

Petrolcum Geologist

2421 Prancer Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

504-392-8513 phone/fax
504-392-9332

SEISOX, LLC
Secomic Otporntunity Explonation

Seismic Interpretation
2D/3D
Map - Generate - Evaluate
Geoquest - SMT - Landmark

Philip Haerer
Consulting Geophysicist
504-885-9238

cell 504-250-0451
phaerer @bellsouth.net

Richard Provensal

Apex Geophysical Services, Inc.

3337 N. Hullen St.,Ste. 201
Metairie, LA 70002

504-779-5006

richard@apexgeophysical.com

SEEK PRODUCTION

Petroleum Engineering and
Geologic Consultants.
Over 30 years of large & small company experience

Brian Evans William Geen, Jr.
Sr. Petroleum Engineer  Geology & Geophysics

Houston and Greater New Orleans Areas

Louisiana 601-799-5925
Texas  281-710-7034

email: williamgeen@bellsouth.net
website: seekproductionlic.com

HARBRIDGE

PETROLEUM CORPORATION
JOHN P. HARLAN

P.O. BOX 7865
METAIRIE, LA 70010-7865
(504) 831-4693

(3200 Ridgelake Drive - Ste 207
Metairie, LA 70002)
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Louisiana Registration for
Professional Geoscientists -
an Update

by Tom Klekamp

Senate Bill 788 was passed by the 2010
Louisiana Legislature and signed by
Governor Jindal, thus becoming Act
974, which became law on January 1,
2011. For the first 8-9 months of 2011
nothing happened. The Board was nev-
er appointed and a lot of geologists were
asking about how they could become
registered before the grandfathering
window shut on December 31, 2011.

One problem with Act 974 was that
the financing was never addressed. Act
974 will need to be amended to cure
the financing and also to reset the clock
on the grandfathering clause. I would
guess that that date will be extended to
December 2013.
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The author of SB 788, Senator Troy
Hebert, left the Senate at the end of
the 2010 session. (He was appointed
as Commissioner of the La. Alcohol
and Tobacco Control Board.) Hebert
made inquiries about Act 974 and dis-
covered a Board was never appointed.
The Governor's Office in the meantime
appointed a new head of the Office of
Boards and Commissions. Following
that appointment, all four geological
societies in Louisiana received letters
from the Governor's Office requesting
nominees to the Act 974 Board. Re-
cently, Governor Jindal has appointed
Dr. Madhurendu B. Kumar, Director
of the Oil & Gas Division of the La
Dept of Conservation, as his "civilian"
member of the Board. This is a signifi-
cant development — one, Dr. Kumar
has a very substantive geological back-
ground and long interest in licensing;
two, the interest shown by the Gov-
ernor makes us think it will be easier
to have a sponsor for a simple amend-
ment bill.

Locally in our metro area two geolo-
gists have expressed and interest in be-
ing nominees, one from the Ist and the
other from the 2nd congressional dis-
trict. It would be great of the Governor
had a slate of nominees from which to
choose. This will be a demanding vol-
unteer job. If you would like to serve
as one of the professional geoscientists
on the Act 974 Board, call Annette
Hudson at the NOGS Ofhice (504-
561-8980). They are looking for per-
sons who have a track record of serving
on committees and boards.

One thing that is sorely needed is an
“official" webpage whereby one can get
up-to-date information on Act 974.
Presently my information is gathered
through sources in Baton Rouge. Per-
haps the La Geological Survey could
add this to their website.
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Co-chairmen
Louis Lemarié 504-393-8659,
Imarie6@cox.net,
and
R.T. Cerniglia 504-780-0097
cigexploration@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Reese Pinney
504-566-9802 X-121
rbpinney@bellsouth.net

Secretary,
Historical & Remembrances
Al Baker 504-836-2710
abaker1006@aol.com

CHAPTER CONTACTS

Membership, Tony Carollo
504-885-0004
tcarollo@bellsouth.net

Website, Dave Broadbridge
david@kimsuoil.com

Newsletter Editor, Tom Klekamp
985-845-4046
klekamp@bellsouth.net

Administrative Secretary
Carol St. Germain 504-267-3466
cstg6755@aol.com

Chapter Representative to
National SIPES Board
Jim Evans llI
337-828-1955
jpe3@cox.net

Reservations
Ed Barry 504-835-2508

December Luncheon Meeting
Tuesday December 20th
11:30 a.m. Social and Drinks, 12:00 p.m. Seating
Andrea's Restaurant
Metairie, Louisiana
Reservations: Ed Barry 504-835-2508
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