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Chairman's Column

At the February meeting, 35 members 
and guests enjoyed an interesting and 
informative talk by Lonnie Washam 
with Nutech Energy Alliance, relat-
ing his company’s technique for re-
formulating old well logs.  Most of us 
were probably mentally listing logs we 
would like to see processed.

Th is month, on March 20, our speak-
er will be Lawrence Baria with Jura-
Search, Inc. in Flowood, Mississippi, 
who will talk about one of the most 
active drilling plays in the southeast-
ern United States.  Little Cedar Creek 
Field in Conecuh County, Alabama 
has been described as the largest 
Smackover discovery in 40 years.  It 
should be an interesting presentation!
 
Carol St. Germain tells me that her 
monthly call process has been going 
well; however, she also reports that 
as of the fi rst of the month, 21 of you 
have not sent in spring dues.  Check 
your records!

Next month, one of our chapter mem-
bers, Roy Walther will address us, 
with a talk on “Th e Reliability of Well 
Log Measurements”.

Louis E. Lemarié
Co-Chairman

THIS MONTH 
Larry Baria

Talks About Alabama’s 
Little Cedar Creek Field:

The Largest Smackover Field 
Discovered in the Last 40 Years

Tuesday, March 20th
Andrea’s Restaurant - Metairie

Social 11:30 AM with seating for dinner at 12:00 PM
Reservations and guests: contact Carol St. Germain - 504-267-3466 
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A Status Report on Little Cedar Creek Field, Conecuh County, Alabama, 
The Largest Smackover Field Discovered in the Last 40 Years

Lawrence R. Baria, Jura-Search Inc.
P.O. Box 320426, Flowood, MS 39232
E-mail: bearlear@bellsouth.net
Telephone: 601-932-0002
Fax: 601-932-0820

Abstract

Little Cedar Creek Field and the nearby discovered Brooklyn Field extension, appears to be the largest Smack-
over fi eld discovered in the Northern Gulf Coast Province in the last several decades.  By January 2012, the 
fi eld demonstrated an oil column of approximately 2100 feet, and extended over 42 square miles.  

Two distinct reservoirs are recognized in the fi eld. The lower reservoir consists of a microbial boundstone. Pel-
lets, peloids, ostracods and foram tests were microbially and abiotically bound by micrite and fi berous cements 
to form a reefal character resulting in the preservation of framework porosity.  Subsequent late Jurassic expo-
sure added signifi cant moldic porosity to enhance the reservoir storage capacity and permeability. This reservoir 
is overlain by a bioturbated peloid packstone lithofacies which forms the seal over the lower reservoir. 

The upper reservoir consists predominantly of a cross-laminated ooid grainstone with intergranular, moldic, 
vuggy, and intercrystalline porosities. This reservoir grades upward into wackestones and packstones that occa-
sionally show algal laminations. These gray and tan tight peritidal limestone facies become increasingly sandy 
(siliciclastic) and further grade upward into calcareous green and red shales of the lower Haynesville Formation. 

Unlike virtually all other Smackover fi elds in the Eastern Gulf Coast, Little Cedar Creek does not possess a 
true Buckner anhydrite top seal. Although these stratal geometries and facies are not uncommon throughout the 
Smackover trend of southwestern Alabama, Little Cedar Creek Field is unique in that both of its reservoirs are 
composed predominantly of limestone, not dolomite, as is the case in most Smackover fi elds in this region.

Currently the fi eld produces over 250,000 barrels per month, and since it’s re-birth in 2004, has produced over 
16 million barrels.  Amazingly the fi eld continues to expand in several directions, and today hosts over 120 
producing wells.



LaBay Exploration, L.L.C.

111 Veterans Blvd. Suite 1550
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

Office: 504-371-5967
Fax: 504-371-5969

www.labayexploration.com
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Lawrence R. Baria Bio

Education included BS and MS geology degrees from Northeast Louisiana University dealing with sandstone 
petrology and PhD studies at Louisiana State University regarding sulfate diagenesis and carbonate stratigraphy.

Early experience involved fi eld geology for the USGS in Oklahoma, Arkansas, western Colorado and the 
Brooks Range of northern Alaska and worked as a research geologist with Getty Oil Company.  Since 1977 he 
has been an exploration consultant in the Jurassic of the Gulf Coast and the Middle East.

He has published numerous publications, primarily involving the Smackover Formation in the AAPG, GCAGS, 
SEPM and Geological Society of America.

Recently served as an adjunct professor at the University of Alabama and the University of Mississippi where 
he’s on numerous theses and dissertation committees.

Topic of this presentation will be “The Stratigraphic and Reservoir Characteristics of Little Cedar Creek Field 
and Adjacent Producing Areas: An Update.”
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ALPINE EXPLORATION
COMPANIES, INC.

Al Porretto and
Merle Duplantis, Vice-President, Geology 

5910 N Central Xway, Ste 270
Dallas, Texas 75206
www.alpineexci.com

ap@alpinexci.com    md@alpinexci.com
 Dallas #s   

214-692-0070    Fax: 214-692-0071
Merle’s Mobile: 504-236-4650  

Al’s Moble 504-452-4020

SEISOX, LLC
Seismic Opportunity Exploration

Seismic Interpretation
2D/3D

Map - Generate - Evaluate
Geoquest - SMT - Landmark

Philip Haerer
Consulting Geophysicist

504-885-9238  
cell 504-250-0451

phaerer@bellsouth.net

Roy Walther
Petroleum Geologist

2421 Prancer Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

504-392-8513 phone/fax
504-392-9332

HARBRIDGE
PETROLEUM CORPORATION

JOHN P. HARLAN
P.O. BOX 7865 

METAIRIE, LA 70010-7865
(504) 831-4693

(3200 Ridgelake Drive - Ste 207
Metairie, LA 70002)

SEEK PRODUCTION
Petroleum Engineering and

 Geologic Consultants. 
Over 30 years of large & small company experience

   Brian Evans               William Geen, Jr.
Sr. Petroleum Engineer       Geology & Geophysics

Houston and Greater New Orleans Areas
Louisiana 601-799-5925  
Texas       281-710-7034

email: williamgeen@bellsouth.net
website: seekproductionllc.com

Richard Provensal

Apex Geophysical Services, Inc.

3337 N. Hullen St.,Ste. 201
Metairie, LA  70002

504-779-5006

richard@apexgeophysical.com

Art Johnson

Hydrate Energy 

International, LLC

612 Petit Berdot Drive

Kenner, Louisiana 70065 

504-220-6208

WILLIS CONATSER

Geologist

Southeast Louisiana 
Onshore Prospects

weconatser@aol.com

Have you paid 
your dues?



BOB DOUGLASS
EXPLORATION CO.

M.R. (Bob) Douglass
Consulting Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1059
Destrehan, LA 70047

bobdouglass@cox.net
985-764-7463

Cell 225-247-0600
Fax 985-764-0955

BEACON 
EXPLORATION

Al Baker, Jr., Senior Explorationist
Abaker1006@aol.com

Hank E. Ecroyd, Senior Explorationist
hecroyd@aol.com

3636 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 210
Metairie, LA  70002

Offi ce: 504-836-2710
Fax: 504-836-2709

BRUNET 
FINANCIAL GROUP
Randy Brunet, CPA, PFS

Securities offered through 
HD Vest Investment Services, Mbr SIPC

Advisory services offered through
HD Vest Advisory Services, 

Non-Bank Subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Co.

446 Rosa Avenue
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

504-838-0227  Fax 504-833-5217
eltonfan@bfg.nocoxmail.com

GEO-DRAFT, INC.
A Professional Drafting and Graphics Firm
Geological, Geophysical & Land Drafting

Courtroom & Legal Graphics
Anthony Catalanotto, President
3349 Ridgelake Drive, Suite 202

Metairie, Louisiana 70002
Offi ce 504-836-2882  Cellular 504-481-7291

Fax 504-836-2877  Home 504-464-5737
www.geodraftinc.com
geodraft@bellsouth.
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Co-chairmen 
Louis Lemarié 504-393-8659, 

lemarie6@cox.net, 
and

R. T. Cerniglia 504-780-0097
cigexploration@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Reese Pinney
504-566-9802 X-121  

rbpinney@bellsouth.net

Secretary,
Historical & Remembrances

Al Baker 504-836-2710
abaker1006@aol.com

Membership, Tony Carollo   
504-885-0004

tcarollo@bellsouth.net

Website, Dave Broadbridge
david@kimsuoil.com

Newsletter Editor, Tom Klekamp  
985-845-4046

klekamp@bellsouth.net

Administrative Secretary
and Reservations

Carol St. Germain  504-267-3466 
cstg6755@aol.com

CHAPTER CONTACTS
Chapter Representative to

National SIPES Board
Jim Evans III

337-828-1955
jpe3@cox.net

Visit our SIPES New Orleans Chapter
Website

http://www.sipesneworleans.org/

Past Newsletters     Calendar
Photos    Links

Consultants and Advertisers

David Broadbridge, Webmaster
david@kimsuoil.com


