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The Petroleum History
Institute

The mission of the Petroleum History
Institute is to pursue the history, heritage
and development of the modern oil indus-
try from its 1859 inception in Oil Creek
Valley, Pennsylvania, to its eatly roots in
other regions in North America and the
subsequent spread throughout the world to
its current global status. The Petroleum His-
tory Institute is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3)
corporation, and all donations are thereby
tax deductible.

To promote public awareness of the history
and heritage of the international oil and gas
industry through Oil-Industry History, the
only journal devoted exclusively to this his-
tory, symposia of professional presentations,
guided field trips through regions rich in oil
history, and through a re-print series of out-
of-print books that have played an impor-
tant role in the development of the industry.
Founded in 2000. Published annually,
Oil-Industry History is the only professional,
refereed journal devoted exclusively to
promoting and disseminating information
about the history of the oil and gas industry.
The journal is part of the membership in the
Petroleum History Instituteand back issues
are still available. Go online to
www.petroleumhistory.org/journal.html
to see each volume's page for tables of con-
tents and ordering opportunites.

For membership information:
Petroleum History Institute
P.O. Box 165

Oil City, PA 16301-0165

or

www.petroleumhistory.org
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Sessions September - December (4 issues) and

January - May (5 issues)

Business Card $25 per session

1/4-page $100 per session
1/2-page $200 per session
Full page $400 per session

Non-member Business Card $50 per session

Send ad copy to Tom Klekamp, Editor
klekamp@bellsouth.net

Send payment to SIPES New Orleans Chapter
PO Box 50088

New Orleans LA 70150-0088

Oil-Industry History: A sampling of Volume 12, December 2011
Ebenezer Baldwin Andrews (1821-1880) — Pioneer Oil Geologist
William R. Brice

Oilfield Photographers — Three Who Captured North American Oil Booms:
Frank Robbins, Frank Trost, And Jack Nolan, Jeff A. Spencer

The First Reports Of Oil In Oklahoma: Raymond P. Sorenson

Counting The Waste: The Lenzner Report On Construction Of The Trans-Alaska Pipeline,
Ross Coen

Petrolia, California’s First Oil Field — A Century Of Disappointment,
K. R. Aalto

The Role Of Geological Survey Technology And Geological Models In The Geographic Dis-
persion Of Prospective Drilling Locations In Brazil, From 1922 To 2010,
Felipe Accioly Vieira And Julia Draghi

Scientific Maturation And Production Modernization; Notes On The Italian Oil Industry In
The 19th Century, Francesco Gerali

The Role Of Azerbaijan In The World’s Oil Industry,
Mir-Babayev Mir-Yusif

The First Frackers — Shooting Oil Wells With Nitroglycerin Torpedoes,
Paul Adomites

The Oil City Oil Exchange, Setting The Price Of Crude,
Neil Mcelwee

Petroleum Pioneers Of Pittsburgh — The Origins Of Gulf Oil,
Alfred N. Mann

150 Years Of Producing Oil — Mcclintock Well Number 1 (1861-2011),
William R. Brice And Marilyn Black

Gerald M. Friedman: 1921-2011 — A Singular Life, Kennard B. Bork
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LAFAYETTE
GEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH
CENTER, LLC

201 Heymann Blvd., Suite 33 - Lafayette, LA 70503
Tel: 337-233-8197 * Fax: 337-233-8177

COVERAGE:
Louisiana / Federal / State Oifshore
* Multi State Geo Tech Services *» Completion Data
Production Data » Well Logs * Maps

~ MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE ~
The Industry’s Premier » Well Data Center

orders@lafayettegrc.com

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

THE WILD SIDE OF EARLY OIL
by Samuel 1. Pees, Petroleum History Institute

Crime and vice were rampant in the boom towns, at times reaching
a considerable threat to the well-being of a town and its citizenry.
California in the 1849 gold rush had already shown the way, so

it wasn’t with much surprise to the populace when ruffians and
rowdies were seen elbowing their drunken way across the muddy
streets of the eastern oil towns. Disreputable characters seemed

to gravitate to the oilfields where drillers, rig hands, teamsters,
promoters and investors had money in their pockets. Unguarded
moments at the saloon or brothel were bound to happen and wal-
lets were lifted. There were periods without law and this vacancy
was filled by gangs led by toughs such as Stonehouse Jack (at-
tempted to burn down Titusville) and Bully Tom Quirk (frequented
Petroleum Centre). The prostitutes had their own code, and the
more prosperous among them owned or ran brothels while the
recent arrivals might have to start out in shacks no bigger than a
crib. The oil region in the mid eighteen sixties and later saw many
outrages caused by the criminal element, but there were also color-
ful events, entertainment (if you call it that) and bars galore all
serving the same rotgut.

Many authors and historians of the early oil days devoted some of
their pages to these wild times. They’re a part of history. The

continued on page 4
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LaBay
Exploration,L.L.C.

|

111 Veterans Blvd. Suite 1550
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

Office: 504-371-59617
Fax:504-371-5969

www.labayexploration.com
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continued, from page 3

bigger-than-life scenes perpetrated by these
disreputable characters needed no embel-
lishment. One of the best accounts of this
era is in the book The Golden Flood written
by Herbert Asbury in 1942. He aptly named
that chapter “Sin Among the Derricks”.
Asbury also wrote Gangs of New York of
which a movie was made. For other sources
of descriptions of the lawless days of early
oil see the bibliography.

How and why did the oil region become a
mecca for toughs and criminals? The oil re-
gion offered many attractions, excitement,
and money. Discharged Civil War soldiers
flocked to the oil belt and the boom towns.
They swelled the population, and some of
them joined the ranks of the gangs while

a few preferred to enter the maelstrom on
their own. The swill of several big eastern
cities like Buffalo found the allure of the
oil crowds and towns too tempting to resist.
They migrated into the oil belt, but drilling
for oil was the last thing on their minds.

For more fascinating articles by Samuel
Pees check out the Petroleum History Insti-
tute webpage

www.petroleumhistory.org/OilHis-
tory/pages/intro.html
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Roy Walther

Petrolcum Geologist

2421 Prancer Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

Richard Provensal

Apex Geophysical Services, Inc.

3337 N. Hullen St.,Ste. 201
Metairie, LA 70002

504-392-8513 phonelfax 504-779-5006
504-392-9332 richard@apexgeophysical.com
ART JOHNSON WILLIS CONATSER

HYDRATE ENERGY
INTERNATIONAL, LLC

612 PETIT BERDOT DRIVE
KENNER, LOUISIANA 70065
504-220-6208

GEOLOGIST

SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA
ONSHORE PROSPECTS

WECONATSER@AOL.COM

HARBRIDGE

PETROLEUM CORPORATION
JOHN P. HARLAN

P.O. BOX 7865
METAIRIE, LA 70010-7865
(504) 831-4693

(3200 Ridgelake Drive - Ste 207
Metairie, LA 70002)

ALPINE EXPLORATION

comeAnies. INC.
Al Porretto and
Merle Duplantis, Vice-President, Geology
5910 N Central Xway, Ste 270
Dallas, Texas 75206
www.alpineexci.com
ap@alpinexci.com md@alpinexci.com
Dallas #s
214-692-0070 Fax: 214-692-0071
Merle’s Mobile: 504-236-4650
Al's Moble 504-452-4020

SEEK PRODUCTION
Petroleum Engineering and
Geologic Consultants.

Over 30 years of large & small company experience

Brian Evans
Sr. Petroleum Engineer

William Geen, Jr.
Geology & Geophysics

Houston and Greater New Orleans Areas

Louisiana 601-799-5925
Texas  281-710-7034

email: williamgeen@bellsouth.net
website: seekproductionlic.com

SEISOX, LLC
Secsmic Oppontunity Exploration

Seismic Interpretation
2D/3D
Map - Generate - Evaluate
Geoquest - SMT - Landmark

Philip Haerer
Consulting Geophysicist
504-885-9238

cell 504-250-0451
phaerer @bellsouth.net
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Chairman
Louis Lemarié 504-393-8659,
lemarie6@cox.net,
Vice-Chairman - TBA

Treasurer, Reese Pinney

CHAPTER CONTACTS

Membership, Tony Carollo
504-885-0004
tcarollo@bellsouth.net

Website, Dave Broadbridge
david@kimsuoil.com

Administrative Secretary
and Reservations
Carol St. Germain 504-267-3466
CarolA.StGermain@gmail.com

National SIPES Board
Chapter Representative

Al Baker, Jr., Senior Explorationist
Abaker1006@aol.com

Hank E. Ecroyd, Senior Explorationist
hecroyd@aol.com

3636 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 210
Metairie, LA 70002

Office: 504-836-2710
Fax: 504-836-2709

2013 New Orleans Chapter
Luncheon Meetings

January 15 - Jeff Nunn

February 19 - Carlo Christina
March 19 - tba
April 16 - tha
May 21 - evening dinner
June 17-20 - Santa Fe SIPES

504-566-9802 X-121 Editor, Tom Klekamp Jim Evans IlI
rbpinney@bellsouth.net 985-630-2480 337-828-1955
klekamp@bellsouth.net jpe3@cox.net
Secretary,
Historical & Remembrances
Art Johnson 504-220-6208
artjohnson51@hotmail.com
BEACON Mark Your Calendars! FIN Al\?gllif EGTR OUP
EXPLORATION

RANDY BRUNET, CPA, PFS

Securities offered through
HD Vest Investment Services, Mbr SIPC
Advisory services offered through
HD Vest Advisory Services

446 Rosa Avenue
Metairie, Louisiana 70005
504-838-0227 Fax 504-833-5217
eltonfan@bfg.nocoxmail.com

Brunet Financial Group is a not a registered broker/dealer
nor indepnedent investment advosory firm

GEO-DRAFT, INC.

A Professional Drafting and Graphics Firm
Geological, Geophysical & Land Drafting
Courtroom & Legal Graphics
Anthony Catalanotto, President

3349 Ridgelake Drive, Suite 202
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

Office 504-836-2882 Cellular 504-481-7291
Fax 504-836-2877 Home 504-464-5737

www.geodraftinc.com
geodraft@bellsouth.

Louis Gilbert
and Associates, Inc.
Consulting Geologists

LOUIS F. GILBERT

3636 N. Causeway Blvd. Suite 204
Metairie, LA 70002-7216
(504) 834-8112
FAX (504) 834-1736
louis@louisgilbert.com

BOB DOUGLASS
EXPLORATION CO.

M.R. (Bob) Douglass
Consulting Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1059
Destrehan, LA 70047

bobdouglass@cox.net
985-764-7463
Cell 225-247-0600
Fax 985-764-0955

Visit our SIPES New Orleans Chapter Website

http://Iwww.sipesneworleans.org/

Past Newsletters Calendar Photos Links
Consultants and Advertisers

David Broadbridge, Webmaster
david@kimsuoil.com
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