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Chairman’s Column
Our final meeting of this term will be 
the May dinner, on Tuesday, May 21 at 
Andrea’s.  As in the past, this event is 
open to spouses and guests.  The chef 
has promised a selection of gourmet 
items and our speaker will be local food 
and restaurant guru, Tom Fitzmorris, 
who has been the expert in this area for 
many years.

Last month’s meeting to address the 
chapter’s future operation, met with 
some success, but did not resolve all is-
sues.  We did get some new volunteers:  
Roy Walther will take over as treasurer, 
David Broadbridge will handle the 
newsletter and continue as webmaster 
and Scott Wainwright will chair the 
membership committee.  In addition, 
Mike Fogarty has indicated he will be 
willing to serve as our National Director 
and Ken Huffman has offered to head 
up a committee to handle the 2014 
convention here in New Orleans.
One member has indicated he would 
serve as Vice Chairman, but we need 
to verify it with him before making it 
official.  Art Johnson will continue as 
our Secretary.

Louis E. Lemarié
Chairman

Tuesday Evening 
May 21st

Andrea’s - Metairie
Social - 6:30 pm       
Seating - 7:15 pm

Reservations and guests: 
Carol St. Germain - 504-267-3466 

 
May Dinner

Tom Fitzmorris
Read more about Tom inside this issue



WILLIS CONATSER
Geologist

Southeast Louisiana 
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Newsletter Ad Rates
Sessions    September - December (4 issues) and 
    January - May (5 issues)

Business Card    $25 per session
1/4-page   $100 per session
1/2-page    $200 per session
Full page    $400 per session
Non-member Business Card $50 per session

Send 2013-14 ad copy to  David Broadbridge, Editor
    david@kimsuoil.com

Send payment to   SIPES New Orleans Chapter 
    PO Box 50088
    New Orleans LA  70150-0088

About Tom Fitzmorris

Tom Fitzmorris has a one-track mind. 
He’s written and broadcast more 
about New Orleans food than any 

other journalist: weekly restaurant reviews 
since 1972, a daily radio show about food 
since 1975, seventeen restaurant guide-
books, four cookbooks, and hundreds of 
articles about eating in New Orleans.

He was born here on Mardi Gras in 1951, 
and had never left town for more than three 
weeks at a time until Hurricane Katrina. 
That storm moved him to write his  most 
comprehensive cookbook, Tom Fitzmor-
ris’ New Orleans Food, while he was still 
in evacuation after the storm. A national 
publisher picked it up, and after one year 
it is already in its fourth printing. Tom do-
nates fifty percent of the royalties from the 
book to the recovery efforts of Habitat For 
Humanity in New Orleans.

Tom is best known, though, for his unique 
daily radio gig, The Food Show. For three 
hours a day, six days a week, avid diners and 
cooks call Tom on the air and compare notes 
about restaurants, cooking, wine, and food. 
You can call Tom for New Orleans dining 
info from wherever you are at 504-260-
9762 between 4 and 7 p.m. Central Time. 
The show is aired on 1350 AM

In 1977, Tom began publishing The New 
Orleans MENU, a newsletter of dining 
and cooking. It evolved over the years into 
a web-based daily newsletter, available at 
nomenu.com. It includes restaurant reviews, 
top-ten lists, recipes, a daily food almanac, 
and other features.

In 1986, Tom achieved the distinction of 
Certified Culinary Professional from the 
International Association of Culinary Pro-

fessionals, a national association of food writers and cooking instructors. He is one of only 
two CCPs in the state of Louisiana.

In addition to his food writing, Tom was the editor of the weekly newspaper Figaro and 
the monthly New Orleans Magazine in the 1970s and 1980s, before he launched his own 
publication. He has written for national magazines on subjects as diverse as real estate, 
railroading, astronomy, and home reconstruction.

He doesn’t just write about cooking. He does a lot of it in the own kitchen. Several times 
a year he offers his services as a chef to bidders at charity auctions. Typically, these dinners 
for eight bring in donations deep into four figures.

Tom is married to a former radio talk show host, Mary Ann Connell Fitzmorris. They 
have a son, Jude, and a daughter, Mary Leigh. They live on the Northshore. Some terrific, 
meaty bolete mushrooms grow there. 

Tom Fitzmorris’ Books
200 New Orleans restaurants: A selective guide to dining out•	  
(1981)
The ten greatest New Orleans recipes: & a hundred more•	  
(1984)
La Cucina Di Andrea’s New Orleans Extra-virgin Recipes•	   
(Editor) (1989)
The New Orleans eat book•	  (1991)
The Eclectic Gourmet Guide to New Orleans•	  (2001)
Tom Fitzmorris’s New Orleans Food: More Than 225 of the •	
City’s Best Recipes to Cook at Home (2006)
The Unofficial Guide to New Orleans•	                                    
(with Eve Zibart & Will Coviello) (2007)
Tom Fitzmorris’s Hungry Town: A Culinary History of New •	
Orleans, the City Where Food Is Almost Everything (2010)
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LaBay 
Exploration, L.L.C.

111 Veterans Blvd. Suite 1550
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

Office: 504-371-5967
Fax: 504-371-5969

www.labayexploration.com

Our Dinner with Andrea - “Mama Mia!”
Corn & Crab Bisque

Green Garden Salad

Choice:
Fresh Catch Almondine

or
Veal Marsala

or
Chicken Piccata

Chef’s Accompaniments
Choice:

Zuppa Inglese
or

Sugar Free Chocolate Mousse
or

Bread Pudding

Rolls & Butter
Coffee & Iced Tea

One free drink - Cash bar - Wine with dinner
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ALPINE EXPLORATION
COMPANIES, INC.

Al Porretto and
Merle Duplantis, Vice-President, Geology 

5910 N Central Xway, Ste 270
Dallas, Texas 75206
www.alpineexci.com

ap@alpinexci.com    md@alpinexci.com
 Dallas #s   

214-692-0070    Fax: 214-692-0071
Merle’s Mobile: 504-236-4650  

Al’s Moble 504-452-4020

SEISOX, LLC
Seismic Opportunity Exploration

Seismic Interpretation
2D/3D

Map - Generate - Evaluate
Geoquest - SMT - Landmark

Philip Haerer
Consulting Geophysicist

504-885-9238  
cell 504-250-0451

phaerer@bellsouth.net

Roy Walther
Petroleum Geologist

2421 Prancer Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

504-392-8513 phone/fax
504-392-9332

HARBRIDGE
PETROLEUM CORPORATION

JOHN P. HARLAN
P.O. BOX 7865 

METAIRIE, LA 70010-7865
(504) 831-4693

(3200 Ridgelake Drive - Ste 207
Metairie, LA 70002)

SEEK PRODUCTION
Petroleum Engineering and

 Geologic Consultants. 
Over 30 years of large & small company experience

   Brian Evans               William Geen, Jr.
Sr. Petroleum Engineer       Geology & Geophysics

Houston and Greater New Orleans Areas
Louisiana 601-799-5925  
Texas       281-710-7034

email: williamgeen@bellsouth.net
website: seekproductionllc.com

Richard Provensal

Apex Geophysical Services, Inc.

3337 N. Hullen St.,Ste. 201
Metairie, LA  70002

504-779-5006

richard@apexgeophysical.com

Art Johnson

Hydrate Energy 
International, LLC

612 Petit Berdot Drive

Kenner, Louisiana 70065 

504-220-6208

WILLIS CONATSER
Geologist

Southeast Louisiana 
Onshore Prospects

weconatser@aol.com

Energy Conversions
One barrel of crude oil equals:

42 gallons•	
5,800,000 BTU of energy•	
5,614 cubic feet of natural gas•	
0.22 ton of bituminous coal•	

One cubic foot of natural gas equals:
7.48 gallons•	
1,030 BTU of energy•	
0.000178 bbl of crude oil•	
0.00004 ton of bituminous coal•	

One short ton of bituminous coal 
equals:

2,000 pounds•	
26,200,000 BTU of energy•	
4.52 bbls of crude oil•	
25,314 cubic feet of natural gas•	

One metric ton of crude oil equals:
2,204 pounds•	
7.46 bbls of domestic crude oil•	
6.99 bbls of foreign crude oil  •	

Mississippi cuts horizontal 
severance, EOR taxes 
Mississippi has reduced the severance 
tax on hydrocarbons produced from 
horizontal wells and the sales tax paid on 
electricity for oil and gas produced via 
carbon dioxide enhanced oil recovery.
Starting July 1 until June 30, 2018, the 
severance tax on output from qualifying 
horizontal wells is reduced to 1.3% from 
6% for 30 months or until payout of the 
well. [O&G Journal]

GOM News 
ExxonMobil Corp. will develop Julia 
ield with nearly 6 billion bbl of resource 
in place more than 30,000 ft below the 
sea floor in more than 7,000 ft of water 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Restricted oil production tests at the St. 
Malo PS003 well in the Gulf of Mexico’s 
Lower Tertiary trend exceeded 13,000 
B/D. The target sands are in the Walker 
Ridge Block 678, 6096 m below the sea 
floor. St. Malo is being jointly developed 
with the nearby Jack field.
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BOB DOUGLASS
EXPLORATION CO.

M.R. (Bob) Douglass
Consulting Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1059
Destrehan, LA 70047

bobdouglass@cox.net
985-764-7463

Cell 225-247-0600
Fax 985-764-0955

BEACON 
EXPLORATION

Al Baker, Jr., Senior Explorationist
Abaker1006@aol.com

Hank E. Ecroyd, Senior Explorationist
hecroyd@aol.com

3636 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 210
Metairie, LA  70002

Office: 504-836-2710
Fax: 504-836-2709

BRUNET 
FINANCIAL GROUP
Randy Brunet, CPA, PFS

Securities offered through 
HD Vest Investment Services, Mbr SIPC

Advisory services offered through
HD Vest Advisory Services 

446 Rosa Avenue
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

504-838-0227  Fax 504-833-5217
eltonfan@bfg.nocoxmail.com

Brunet Financial Group is a not a registered broker/dealer
nor indepnedent investment advosory firm

GEO-DRAFT, INC.
A Professional Drafting and Graphics Firm
Geological, Geophysical & Land Drafting

Courtroom & Legal Graphics
Anthony Catalanotto, President
3349 Ridgelake Drive, Suite 202

Metairie, Louisiana 70002
Office 504-836-2882  Cellular 504-481-7291

Fax 504-836-2877  Home 504-464-5737
www.geodraftinc.com
geodraft@bellsouth.

  

Chairman 
Louis Lemarié 504-393-8659, 

lemarie6@cox.net, 

Vice-Chairman - TBA

Treasurer, Reese Pinney
504-566-9802 X-121  

rbpinney@bellsouth.net

Secretary,
Historical & Remembrances
Art Johnson 504-220-6208

artjohnson51@hotmail.com

Membership, Tony Carollo   
504-885-0004

tcarollo@bellsouth.net

Website, Dave Broadbridge
david@kimsuoil.com

Editor, Tom Klekamp  
985-630-2480

klekamp@bellsouth.net

CHAPTER CONTACTS
Administrative Secretary

and Reservations
Carol St. Germain  504-267-3466 

CarolA.StGermain@gmail.com

National SIPES Board
Chapter Representative

Jim Evans III
337-828-1955
jpe3@cox.net

Visit our SIPES New Orleans Chapter Website
http://www.sipesneworleans.org/

Past Newsletters     Calendar     Photos    Links
Consultants and Advertisers

David Broadbridge, Webmaster
david@kimsuoil.com

Louis Gilbert
and Associates, Inc.

Consulting Geologists

LOUIS F. GILBERT

3636 N. Causeway Blvd. Suite 204
Metairie, LA 70002-7216

(504) 834-8112
FAX (504) 834-1736

louis@louisgilbert.com

Mark Your Calendars!

2013 New Orleans Chapter
Luncheon Meetings

January 15 - Jeff Nunn
February 19 - Carlo Christina

March 19 - tba
April 16 - tba

May 21 - evening dinner
June 17-20 - Santa Fe SIPES


