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Chairman’s Column  
 

We kick off our 2018-2019 meeting year 

on September 18, at our regular spot, i.e. 

11:30 a.m. at Andrea’s Restaurant in 

Metairie.   

     Cliff Williams has already lined up an 

impressive slate of speakers for future 

meetings, starting with Brian Anderson, 

the Technical sales Manager with ASV 

Global Seismic.  Brian will talk about un-

manned seismic surveys, a subject that 

could potentially open up many “cans of 

worms”.  It should be an extremely inter-

esting presentation. 

      Dues notices went out several weeks 

ago, and Eric, reported a very good re-

sponse….If you have not sent yours in 

please do so as soon as possible! Meet-

ing dates for the rest of this this year are: 

 

September 18 

October 16 

November – TBA 

December 18 

 

Our chapter needs a secretary (vacant 

since Art Johnson passed away) and 

also a national board member---we will 

discuss these issues at the Sept meet-

ing.   As we start this meet session, we 

have 75 members in all categories and 

our chapter has continued to grow, 

thanks primarily to the efforts of Eric B., 

who also keeps track of our money, as 

Treasurer. 

     As I write this letter, the price of oil is 

hovering around $70/B, which may not 

be where everybody would like to see it, 

but it is far better than not too long ago!  

Hopefully this is the floor with more up-

side potential. 

      As usual, Carol will call the week be-

fore the meeting, please be as accurate 

as possible so we can have a reliable 

number for Andreas. 

  
 

 

Autonomous Vehicles in Oilfield Operations 

  
Brian Anderson 

ASV Global  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 18th  

Andrea’s - Metairie  
Registration & Networking - 11:30 AM  

Brian Anderson has been ASV Global Technical Sales Manager at ASV’s 

Houston office since November, 2012. Brian’s role is the market expansion 

for the industrial line of powered Autonomous Surface Vehicles (ASVs) 

now being built and operated by ASV Global in the USA and the UK.  Brian 

is a 38 year veteran of the offshore seismic, remote sensing, and marine 

robotics industries, and has most recently been in the roles of VP of Oil and 

Gas Sales for Liquid Robotics, Inc. (now a Boeing Company), VP of Mar-

keting & Sales for SeaBird Exploration Americas – specializing in advanced 

seabed node seismic, and VP of Marketing for Fugro Robertson.  Brian 

was one of the original employees of LCT, Inc. which grew into a leading 

non-seismic geophysical contractor, and today is a division of CGG.  He 

served many years as a Director and Treasurer of the IAGC, and is author 

of over 50 technical articles and peer reviewed papers. He earned a B.Sc. 

in Geological Oceanography from the University of Washington in 1980. 

 

He can be reached by email at: brian.anderson@asvglobal.com  

++++++++++ 

Autonomous Vehicles in Oilfield Operations  

 
Abstract: 
Pressure to reduce costs in offshore oil and gas operations has produced a 
surge in support and use of ruggedized unmanned surface vehicles (USVs 
or ASVs) for several standard tasks in Exploration and Production (E&P), 
Inspection, Maintenance and Repair (IMR), and Survey operations.   
 
Continued on page 2: 



Continued from page 1: 
 
As illustrated in recent case studies from marine construction, seismic, pipelay, hydrographic, and envi-
ronmental applications, this technology is no longer in development mode, and has become a prime ex-
ample of the re-tooling of the offshore industry for more efficient and safer operations. 
This talk looks at a number of important design considerations for ASVs being used in the offshore oil 
and gas industry.  Applications which will be presented will include pipeline route surveys, ROV tracking/
touch down monitoring, LBL array box-in and calibrations, as-built geophysical surveys for pipelines, 
unmanned seismic energy source operations for reservoir monitoring, marine mammal acoustic and vis-
ual monitoring, wind farm surveys, and hydrocarbon leak/seep detection and containment operations. 
Included in this talk are case study observations and data from projects offshore Europe, Gulf of Mexico, 
the Mediterranean Sea, and Alaska.  These results in several cases will also be presented to provide a 
clear comparison between standard methods showing the cost savings achieved by use of this technol-
ogy.  In all cases, the decreased project costs were made in parallel with no loss of data quality.  In 
some cases, an improvement in data quality over standard methods was made, along with the de-
creased operational costs. 
Unmanned surface systems in offshore oil and gas operations have now become a proven cost reduc-

tion tool.  A growing number of contractors and operators are now using this technology with good re-

sults.  Operators are now specifying this technology be offered by their contractors in order to reduce 

costs, with measurable results.  Decreasing at-sea man hours has also provided a significant risk reduc-

tion. 
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http://www.sipesneworleans.org/ 
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