
NOC Newsletter
Volume 9, Number 1                                                January 2009

New Orleans Chapter        Society of Independent Professional Earth Scientists

Welcome to 2009!
Our December “no speaker” meeting was 
a very enjoyable get together to close out 
the fi rst half of our meeting year.  Don’t 
forget that Spring Session dues are due in 
January! Th e invoice is enclosed in this is-
sue for your convenience.

Eric Smith of Tulane's Freeman School 
of Business is our January speraker.  Th is 
would be an excellent opportunity to in-
troduce a prospective member to SIPES. 

Art Johnson’s excellent article on gas 
hydrates was featured in the November 
SIPES Quarterly, as the New Orleans 
Chapter’s contribution to the ongoing se-
ries of technical papers from SIPES chap-
ters.  We owe Art a sincere vote of thanks 
for his eff orts on our behalf.

I recently received, from Dallas headquar-
ters, a list of members who have not paid 
national dues and will be dropped from 
the membership roles.  Two chapters, 
New Orleans and San Antonio did not 
have any names on this dubious notice.  
Keep up the good work!

One last reminder, the SIPES National 
Convention will be held April 27-30 at 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina.  
Sounds like a great trip and as an extra bo-
nus, if you are a fi rst-time attendee, your 
spouse can attend for free!

Tom Klekamp has agreed to edit our 
NOC Newsletter for next year's season.

Louis Lemarie'

Professor Eric SmithProfessor Eric Smith
Tulane Energy InstituteTulane Energy Institute

Tulane's Eric Smith:

THE TWO YEAR OUTLOOK  
Tuesday, January 20th, 11:30 am

Andrea's Restaurant, Metairie
Speaker biography inside this edition

BEACON 
EXPLORATION

Al Baker, Jr., Senior Explorationist
Abaker1006@aol.com

Hank E. Ecroyd, Senior Explorationist
hecroyd@aol.com

3636 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 210
Metairie, LA  70002

Offi ce: 504-836-2710
Fax: 504-836-2709

Roy Walther
Petroleum Geologist

2421 Prancer Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

504-392-8513 phone/fax
504-392-9332



ALPINE EXPLORATION
COMPANIES, INC.

Merle Duplantis
Vice-President, Geology

5910 N Central Xway, Ste 270
Dallas, Texas 75206
www.alpineexci.com
md@alpinexci.com

214-692-0070        Fax: 214-692-0071
Mobile: 504-236-4650

Covington 
Exploration 

Company, L.L.C.
Doug Cristina

Geologist

covingtonexpl@bellsouth.net

324 Courthouse Alley
Coviongton, Louisiana

70433

985-875-1283

BRUNET 
FINANCIAL GROUP
Randy Brunet, CPA, PFS

Securities offered through 
HD Vest Investment Services, Mbr SPIC

Advisory services offered through
HD Vest Advisory Services, 

Non-Bank Subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Co.

446 Rosa Avenue
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

504-838-0227  Fax 504-833-5217
eltonfan@bfg.nocoxmail.com

HARBRIDGE
PETROLEUM CORPORATION

JOHN P. HARLAN
P.O. BOX 7865 

METAIRIE, LA 70010-7865
(504) 831-4693

(3200 Ridgelake Drive - Ste 207
Metairie, LA 70002)

JACK THORSON
PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST

Northcoast Oil Company
610 East Rutland St

Covington, LA 70433-3221

Phone 985-898-3577
Fax 985-898-3585

jack@northcoastoil.com

SEISOX, LLC
Seismic Opportunity Exploration

Seismic Interpretation
2D/3D

Map - Generate - Evaluate
Geoquest - SMT - Landmark

Philip Haerer
Consulting Geophysicist

504-885-9238  
cell 504-250-0451

phaerer@bellsouth.net

BOB DOUGLASS
EXPLORATION CO.

M.R. (Bob) Douglass
Consulting Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1059
Destrahan, LA 70047

bobdouglass@cox.net
985-764-7463

Fax 985-764-0955

Eric Smith

Eric Smith currently is a professor at 
the A.B. Freeman School of Business at 
Tulane University. He also serves as the 
Associate Director of the Tulane Energy 
Institute, an economic  research unit fo-
cused on energy issues impacting the gulf 
coast region.

He is a 1965 Chemical Engineering 
graduate of Georgia Tech and  earned an 
MBA, in 1967, from Tulane University.  
He has 38 years of experience, fi rst, in 
the petrochemical industry, since 1984, 
in the international off shore drilling and 
construction business. 

Eric has worked with Global Industries, 
Th e CRP Group, and Torch Inc. where, 
as EVP he was instrumental in arranging 
an $80 mm. Initial Public Off ering. Prior 
to joining Torch, he assisted Italian con-
tractor Saipem in a major public off ering 
that fi nanced their deep water drilling 
and installation initiative. He also served 
as Chairman and President of Saipem 
Inc., their U.S. subsidiary. Prior to that, 
Eric worked for J. Ray McDermott in the 
Treasury and Business Planning units. 

Eric's petrochemical experience was with 
Allied Chemical, now a unit of Honey-
well, and with the Ethyl Corporation. 
At Allied he focused on synthetic fi ber 
production, while at Ethyl, he served 
as Finance Director of the Petroleum 
Chemicals Group, the unit that produced 
the gasoline additive, tetra ethyl lead.

He is author or co-author of several 
reports dealing with LNG markets, long 
term changes in the off shore construc-
tion market and most recently authored a 
report on the prospects for growth in the 
use of petroleum coke in the Gulf Coast 
power generation market. He has numer-
ous trade journal articles to his credit and 
has appeared as a speaker in a variety of 
conferences dealing with energy matters.

The Talk

Professor Smith will generally 
address the outlook for oil and 
gas prices over the next two years 
and how operations in Louisiana 
might look at the end of that time 
frame.  



LaBay Exploration, L.L.C.
Walton D. “Bubba” Sanchez

Kenneth J. Huffman
L.R. “Lee” Prout
W.S. “Bill” Peirce

111 Veterans Blvd. Suite 1550
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

Offi ce: 504-371-5967
Fax: 504-371-5969

www.labayexploration.com

JURASIN OIL & GAS, INC.

9700 Richmond Avenue, Suite 124 Houston Texas 77042-4821
Phone 832 242 6000  •  Fax 713 917 0493

John M. Jurasin
President

Cert. Pet. Geologist #4284                                    504 931 7506 cell
Cert. Prof. Earth Scientist #1961     johnjurason@jurasinoilgas.com



Paul C. Perrett
Geologist

Oil and Gas Consultant

650 Poydras Street
Suite 2247

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

504-581-7335
Fax 504-558-0330

ZOT OIL & GAS, INC

Jim Zotkiewicz, Geologist
Jimzot38@zotoil.com

3200 Ridgelake Drive
Metairie, LA 70002

504-831-4694
Fax: 504-831-46981

CONTACTS

Administrative Secretary
Carol St. Germain
504-267-3466, 
cstg6755@aol.com

Reservations, Ed Barry 
504-835-2508

Chairman, Louis Lemarie' 
504-393-8659, jlmarie@cox.net

Vice-Chairman, Michael Fein 
504-885-0004
mikef@wtoff shore.net

Treasurer, Reese Pinney
504-566-9802 X-121  
rbpinney@bellsouth.net

Secretary,
Historical & Remembrances
Al Baker 504-836-2710
abaker1006@aol.com

Membership, Tony Carollo   
504-885-0004
tcarollo@bellsouth.net

Website, Dave Broadbridge
david@kimsuoil.com

Newsletter, Tom Klekamp 
985-845-4046
klekamp@bellsouth.net

GREEN ROYALTY EXCHANGE, L.L.C.
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

AND DEVELOPMENT

A T Green, Jr.
Managing Partner

SIPES Honorary Membership Award, 2007
API Meritorious Service Award, 2007

110 Veterans Memorial Boulevard, Suite 347
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

Offi ce: 504-836-2336
Mobile: 504-450-3847

Fax: 504-836-2334

gex-lex@cox.net

Residence: 504-837-5672

Right Energy, Ltd.
C.M. "Max" Jacobs

Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1023
Mandeville, LA 70470-1023

Off. (985) 502-9104

In Memory of  a SIPES member 
Thomas Cullinen 1933-2008

Tom grew up in San Francisco and 
Dallas, Texas, where he graduated from 
Jesuit High School. He graduated in 
1955 from UT at Austin with a B.S. in 
Petroleum Engineering, received an M.S. 
in 1959 from Texas Tech and, in 1969, 
obtained the Ph.D. in Petroleum Engi-
neering from Tulane. Cullinan served 
in the U.S. Navy and Naval Reserve. In 
1959, He began a long and distinguished 

career in oil exploration and develop-
ment, beginning in Midland with Ho-
nolulu Oil. Later he worked for Amoco 
and Davis Oil in New Orleans. In 1981, 
he formed Thomas A. Cullinan, LTD, 
retiring in 2004. In 1970 he married, 
Jerrianne Carpenter Miller, with whom 
he formed a lifelong partnership. Tom 
was a member of  SIPES, where he was 
regularly attended the luncheons, the 
Petroleum Club, NOGS and AAPG; 
he was a charter member of  the WWII 
D-Day Museum, an inaugural member 
of  the Producers Circle at the Entergy 
IMAX Theatre, and, in his early days, 
he was a member and offi cer of  the 
West Bank Toastmasters' Club. He was a 
supporter of  the Audubon Zoo, donat-
ing a giraffe to the Zoo that his mother 
proudly named "Tommy." At 6 foot 4 
inches tall, he towered over Ralph, his 
beloved miniature dachshund, who he 
walked proudly for years through his Old 
Metairie neighborhood! Tom's friends 
and family all have many favorite stories 
of  his sense of  humor, incredible sense 
of  organization, "copious note-taking." 

and love of  holidays - his motto being 
"…it's always better to receive than to 
give!" Tom's love of  sports was known 
to all and he especially enjoyed his 
"lunch-eat" buddies with whom he had 
weekly lunches, football "pools" and lots 
of  great fun. He was a die-hard Saints 
and UT fan. Tom was an avid reader 
and a history buff, and especially loved 
traveling to Europe with friends to visit 
battlegrounds and historic war memori-
als. Excerpted in part from the Times-Picayune




