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Al Baker: The Best of Times 
 

On January 2nd, winter arrived over all of the U.S. and crude oil hit the $100 per 
barrel mark.  OPEC has indicated that they can do nothing to offset the recent surge in the 
price of crude oil, and the U.S. has refused to tap the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.  
Economics 101 prevails because the supply once again cannot meet the demand.    

Yet history was made recently in Washington, D.C. when a Democratic-controlled 
but Republican-driven Congress sent the United States’ first meaningful Energy Bill to 
President Bush for his signature rather than veto.  Sort of “restores” one “faith” in 
government and the clowns in charge. 

Yet the great challenge continues for the industry that chases after the elusive 
hydrocarbons to find and deliver more fossil fuels to energize the world.  As independent oil 
finders in that business, I often wonder the significance of our contributions to the big 
picture as creating wealth can often be a frustrating experience but one that I personally 
would not trade my eye teeth for.  And I believe that most men and women that share my 
worldview feel the same way.  So, as 2008 begins in interesting fashion, let’s do our part to 
shape it into one the “best of times”. 

Don’t forget to mark down on your calendars February 8-9 for NAPE in Houston, 
April 20-23 for the AAPG Annual Meeting in San Antonio, and May 12-15 for the SIPES 
National Convention in New Orleans.  Also, please note that the spring dues and newsletter 
ad renewal notices for our local chapter are included with your copy of this newsletter.  
Please respond accordingly. 
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Tom Harris:  
Katrina Toxic Soup, Myth or Reality? 

 
From page 1 

Tom Harris is a Division Administrator 
at the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality (LDEQ).  He 
received his BS in Biochemistry from 
LSU and a Master of Science in 
Environmental Toxicology and Human 
Health Risk Assessment from Tulane 
University.  Tom was one of the 
developers of Louisiana's risk-based 
clean-up standard: Risk 
Evaluation/Corrective Action Program 
or RECAP.  

The Society of Independent Professional 
Earth Scientists New Orleans Chapter 
meetings are held the third Tuesday of 
each month from September through May.  
 
Guests are always welcome reservations 
for the luncheon must be made through Ed 
Barry (Reservations 504-835-2508) no 
later than two days before the meeting, for 
a $30 charge.  We offer a complimentary 
lunch to prospective members. Please 
contact Tony Carollo if you are 
considering joining our SIPES Chapter 
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GEO-DRAFT, INC. 
A Professional Drafting and Graphics 

Firm 
Geological, Geophysical & Land Drafting 

Courtroom & Legal Graphics 
 

Anthony Catalanotto, President 
 

3349 Ridgelake Drive, Suite 202 
Metairie, Louisiana 70002 

Office 504-836-2882  Cellular 504-481-7291 

Fax 504-836-2877  Home 504-464-5737 
 

geodraft@bellsouth.net 
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504-392-9332 
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www.labayexploration.com 

 

BEACON EXPLORATION 
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Paul C. Perret 
Geologist 

Oil & Gas Consultant 
 

 

650 Poydras Street,  
Suite 2247 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 
 

504-581-7335   
Fax: 504-558-0330 

 

 

 

BRUNET FINANCIAL GROUP 
Randy Brunet, CPA, PFS 

 
Securities offered through  

HD Vest Investment Services, Member SIPC 
Advisory Services Offered through HD Vest 

Advisory Services, Non-Bank 
Subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Co. 

 

446 Rosa Ave. 
Metairie, Louisiana 70005 

 

504-838-0227  Fax: 504-833-5217 
eltonfan@bfg.nocoxmail.com 
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SIPES NO CHAPTER 

P O Box 50088 
New Orleans LA 70130-0088 
 

 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 

  

  

  

  

  

SIPES New Orleans Chapter  —  Spring Session Dues and Advertising 
 
Name ________________________________SIPES # _________ 
 
Company _____________________________________________ 
 
Street/PO Box __________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________ State ______ ZIP ________ 
 
Phone _______________________ Cell _____________________ 
 
Fax _________________________ Home ____________________ 
 
Email __________________________________________________ 
 
Home address ___________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________ State ______ ZIP ________ 
 
Regular Dues ($110 includes luncheons).................... $ __________ 
 
Advertising (see rates) ................................................ $ __________ 
 
Remembrance Fund (optional $25) ............................ $ __________ 
 
Philanthropic Fund (optional $25) ............................... $ __________   
 
General Fund (optional $25) ....................................... $ __________       Total Payment ....................................... $ _________ 
 

Annual Advertising Rates 
for (2-sessions, 8-issues): 
“Business card” ads are $50 
1/4 page ads $100 
1/2 page ads $250 
Full page ads $400 
“Business card” ads for non-members are $50. 
Please submit business card or text for ad. The 
editor reserves the right to reformat legibility 
 

 
Accounts are delinquent March 1, 2008 
 
 
Send checks to 

SIPES New Orleans Chapter 
Carol St. Germain, Administrative Secretary 
P O Box 50088 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130-0088 
 
 
 


