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New Orleans Chapter        Society of Independent Professional Earth Scientists

Join us at our May Dinner
Tuesday, May 19th, 2009

6:30 pm - Cocktails and social  
7:30 pm - Seating for dinner

Andrea's Restaurant
3100 19th St.,  Metairie

Are We Alone?Are We Alone?
The History of UFOs: withThe History of UFOs: with
astronomer mike sandrasastronomer mike sandras
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May Speaker: Mike Sandras

Michael Sandras has worked in the 
astronomy related fi eld for most of his 
adult life. He starting work at Ep Rob-
erts Instruments in the 1980s. He was 
the manager of the Kenner Planetarium 
for 17 years and worked at the Univer-
sity of New Orleans observatory as an 
instructor for 16 years. Currently he 
serves as Manager of the Gretna Obser-
vatory.

Currently he is one of NASA/JPL’s So-
lar System Ambassadors to the state of 
Louisiana. In this capacity, Sandras con-
tinues to give presentations to civic or-
ganizations in the southeastern United 
States. Sandras is currently President 
of the Pontchartrain Astronomy Soci-
ety and State Director of the Louisiana 
Mutual UFO Network. He is also a 
member of the American Astronomical 
Society, Astronomy Society of the Pacif-
ic, Baton Rouge Astronomical Society, 
International Dark Sky Association, In-
ternational Planetarium Society, South-
western Association of Planetariums and 
Southeastern Planetarium Association 
(SEPA). While with SEPA, he served as 
president for two years and on the board 
of directors for four years.

Sandras has an avid interest in many as-
pects of astronomy and frequently gives 
presentations on the subject. His inter-
est in UFO's grew out of his astronomi-
cal experiences.

Asteroid 18434, Mikesandras, discov-
ered by David Levy and Carolyn Shoe-
maker is named in his honor for his 
work in the planetarium fi eld.
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GILBERT ST. GERMAIN
Our deepest condolences are extend-
ed to Carol St. Germain, our SIPES 
Adminsitrative Secretary. On April 
9th her husband, Gilbert, was taken 
from us. Gilbert was a retired Fire 
Operator and 33 year Veteran of the 
New Orleans Fire Department. He 
was a longtime resident of New Or-
leans and a graduate from Warren 
Easton High School. Just as he served 
through the Fire Department, Gilbert 
was an unseen member of the SIPES 
New Orleans Chapter. He was part 
of the team that got your Newsletter 
out on time. SIPES members wishing 
to memorialize Gilbert can arrange 
for Masses at any Catholic parish or 
through a donation in Gilbert's mem-
ory to the St. Joseph Hospice located 
at 824 Elmwood Park Blvd., Suite 
155, New Orleans, LA, 70123. 
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Th e Chairman's Column

At the April meeting, Steve Rosen-
berg with Weatherford, gave a very 
comprehensive presentation on 
drilling with casing.  Th e process 
seems to be very project specifi c 
and may not be applicable to what 
many of us would be involved 
with, but it is always interesting to 
keep up with advances in technol-
ogy related to our industry.

Th is month is our annual May 
dinner meeting and Mike Fein has 
lined up Mike Sandras, a local as-
tronomer to talk about “UFO His-
tory”.  It should be both interest-
ing and entertaining.  Mike Fein 
has also arranged with Andrea’s 
for a gourmet meal with a choice 
of three entrées along with soup, 
salad and dessert.  Speaking of this 
event, we need some contributions 

to the “Wine Fund,” so if you can 
spare a little something, let me or 
Reese Pinney know.

I just returned from the 2009 
SIPES Convention at the “Inn at 
Harbour Town” on Hilton Head 
Island, South Carolina.  Th e Island 
is an extraordinary spot and there 
didn’t seem to be any evidence of 
the economic downturn there.  
Total registration was about 120, 
with 80 members and 40 spouses.

Other Chapter news is that after 
a heated campaign, your current 
offi  cers were re-elected for another 
year.

Since this will be our last meet-
ing for this year, we wish every-
one a safe, enjoyable and prosper-
ous summer.  One theme at the 
convention was to try and grow 

SIPES, so we urge you to recruit 
eligible new members whenever 
possible.

“Until September”
 

Louis E. Lemarié



Hilton Head Island Resort

Golf Course

Harbor & Light House

Westbank Optimist Club Observatory - Open Wednesdays Dusk until 9:00 p.m.
 

Free Admission - Educational and Fun for All Ages!  Excellent for School groups and Scout Troops!

Th e Gretna Observatory is the largest public observatory in the Greater New Orleans area. It was built 
to promote a greater interest in astronomy. It was especially designed to be an educational benefi t to 
school age children and young adults from local schools by creating an awareness and interest in as-
tronomy, science, and technology. Th e Observatory fi rst opened its doors to the public in late October 
of 2004.

Th e Gretna Observatory is located at #1 Copernicus Lane behind Gretna Jr. High on Gretna Blvd. be-
tween Lafayette St. and Manhattan Blvd. Copernicus Lane also continues across Gretna Blvd. turning 
into Huey P. Long Ave. It is open to the general public with free admission and parking every Monday 
and Wednesday evening at dusk except for major holidays and as always weather permitting. Partly 
cloudy evenings will be determinable by the observatory operator if sky conditions will allow any or 
limited observing. Visitors may phone ahead at 504-227-7624 to check current sky status and inquire 
what objects are available for observing.

Th e observatory off ers viewing through a pier-mounted GPS/Go-To computer controlled 16-inch 
Meade LX-200GPS f/10 Schmidt-Cassegrain Telescope or SCT. It is housed under a 16 foot dome. 
Typical astronomical objects of interest pending on availability in the night sky include our Moon, the 
planets Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, various nebulae, double stars, star clusters, constellations, etc.
Other associated optical equipment include a piggybacked Stellarvue 80mm refractor telescope, Orion 
7x50 binoculars, a plain or "white" light solar fi lter for safely observing the sun through the Meade 16" 
SCT as well as a Coronado Solar Max 60T hydrogen-alpha telescope for viewing the Sun in it's natural 
"hydrogen-alpha" waves yielding more of the sun's features with greater detail.

School groups and Scout groups as well as any other organizational groups with an interest in using the 
facility are welcomed and encouraged to schedule special observing sessions and star parties.

Contact Observatory Manager Mike Sandras at: astrox@ix.net to schedule events and for any other 
information about the Gretna Observatory.



SOCIETY OF INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL 
EARTH SCIENTISTS
NEW ORLEANS CHAPTER
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FIRST CLASS MAIL 

BLAST ROBOTICS CONVENTION

Astromomer Mike Sandras teaches a school classAstromomer Mike Sandras teaches a school class


