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September Program

David Broadbridge

“Add Snagit’ to your 
Geologic Toolbox”

David will give an introduction to the geologic applications of the Snagit’ 
program that will help you retrieve, annotate and enhance your presentations 
as well as speed up your workload. He will show you how to:

Capture a log from SONRIS
Color and annotate a log
Capture a map from your SMT project
Color and add annotations to your map

This talk will be a 30 minute introduction to using the Snagit’ program and 
some of its applications.  You may download a free trial at www.snagit.com 
before the meeting and bring your laptop to follow along.

Chairman's Message

Welcome to our 2009-2010 meeting year.  
How time fl ies!  Last year at this time we 
were sweating out the path of “Ike”, which 
luckily missed our immediate area.  So far 
this year things have been quiet on the storm 
front for us; keep your fi ngers crossed!

Since you elected to recycle your offi cers, 
“we’re back!”

Mark your calendars for the upcoming meet-
ing dates, which are:

2009
Sept. 15, Oct. 20, 

Nov. 10 (Joint API at Roosevelt) 
Dec 15 (open mike)

2010
Jan. 19, Feb. 23, Mar 16, Apr. 20 and

May 18 (Evening Dinner meeting)

All meetings, with the exception of the No-
vember 10th API Joint industry Luncheon, 
will be held at Andrea’s in Metairie. The 
Joint API Meeting at the newly renovated 
Roosevelt Hotel will feature Dr. Michael 
Economides of the University of Houston. 
He has two new books and they will be avail-
able at reduced cost for attendees. Dr. Econo-
mides is an excellent and very entertaining 
speaker. The February date has been pushed 
back one week because of Mardi Gras.  As in 
the past, we will convene at 11:30 for social 
with lunch served at noon.

I received an email from SIPES National no-
tifying us that a local student has been award-
ed a $2,000 scholarship from the SIPES 
Foundation.  Although Benjamin Benedetto 
is a student at Ole Miss, he is from Metairie.  
Ben did a summer internship last year with 
Northcoast Oil in Covington which led to his 
application. We will invite him to one of our 
lunch meetings whenever it fi ts his schedule.



Covington 
Exploration 

Company, L.L.C.
Doug Cristina

Geologist

covingtonexpl@bellsouth.net

324 Courthouse Alley
Coviongton, Louisiana

70433

985-875-1283

JACK THORSON
PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST

Northcoast Oil Company
610 East Rutland St

Covington, LA 70433-3221

Phone 985-898-3577
Fax 985-898-3585

jack@northcoastoil.com

BOB DOUGLASS
EXPLORATION CO.

M.R. (Bob) Douglass
Consulting Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1059
Destrahan, LA 70047

bobdouglass@cox.net
985-764-7463

Cell 225-247-0600
Fax 985-764-0955

BEACON 
EXPLORATION

Al Baker, Jr., Senior Explorationist
Abaker1006@aol.com

Hank E. Ecroyd, Senior Explorationist
hecroyd@aol.com

3636 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 210
Metairie, LA  70002

Offi ce: 504-836-2710
Fax: 504-836-2709

We ended last year on a high note, with 
a surprise gift of $10,000 to our chapter 
from Ben Waring, the acting chairman of 
the Gulf States Petroleum Exhibition and 
Conference.  Despite this “stimulus” grant, 
we still have to pay dues.  The fi rst half is 
due now!  Another reminder is the quest 
for new members.  Remember that you can 
bring a potential member to one luncheon 
at no charge.

Despite the fact that oil prices have re-
bounded nicely to the $70/bbl range (natu-
ral gas continues to lag behind) activity in 
South Louisiana remains depressed.  The 
Lafayette District Scout Report on SON-
RIS which used to be about thirty pages 
long is currently about twelve.  Hopefully, 
if the national economy continues to im-
prove, the oil and gas industry will follow 
suit.  I believe the fundamentals are in our 
favor!

Louis Lemarié

Chairman's Message
continued

AAPG 2010 Notes

The AAPG Convention will be here in 
New Orleans April 11-15.  Most of you 
will probably attend and as both the Edi-
tor of this Newsletter and President of 
NOGS, I urge you to sign up as volun-
teers. 

On Tuesday April 13th evening at the 
World War II Museum.  The entire Muse-
um willl be open for viewing. This should 
be a great time to visit with friends, see 
the latest exhibits and sample food by 
Chef John Besh. In addition, getting the 
Pfi ster Sisters and their retro-rendition 
of the WWII era Andrews Sisters, would 
make for a great evenining.  This is shap-
ing up to be a signature event and you or 
your company's name could be recog-
nized as one of the underwriters.   Contact 
Al Baker for details.

A Quiet Sun?
For hundreds of years, humans have
observed that the Sun has displayed activ-
ity where the number of sunspots increas-
es and then decreases at approximately 
11- year intervals. Sunspots are dark re-
gions on the solar disk with magnetic 
fi eld strengths greater than 1500 gauss 
(see Figure 1), and the 11- year sunspot 
cycle is actually a 22- year cycle in the 
solar magnetic fi  eld, with sunspots show-
ing the same hemispheric magnetic polar-
ity on alternate 11- year cycles. The last 
solar maximum occurred in 2001, and the 
magnetically active sunspots at that time 
produced powerful fl  ares causing large 
geomagnetic disturbances and disrupting 
some space- based technology.

But something is unusual about the current 
sunspot cycle. The current solar minimum 
has been unusually long, and with more 
than 670 days without sunspots through 
June 2009, the number of spotless days 
has not been equaled since 1933. The so-
lar wind is reported to be in a uniquely low 
energy state since space measurements 
began nearly 40 years ago.

Why is a lack of sunspot activity interest-
ing? During the period from 1645 to 1715, 
the Sun entered a period of low activity 
now known as the Maunder Minimum, 
when through several 11- year periods the 
Sun displayed few if any sunspots. Mod-
els of the Sun’s irradiance suggest that the 
solar energy input to the Earth decreased 
during that time and that this change in so-
lar activity could explain the low tempera-
tures recorded in Europe during the
Little Ice Age.

Because little is known about what causes
a prolonged dearth of sunspots, scientists 
are combing through recent solar data in 
efforts to fi nd some clue to the Sun’s un-
usual behavior.

Excepted from Eos, Transactions of the Ameri-
can Geophysical Union, 28 JULY 2009. Au-
thors: W. Livingston and M. Penn, National 
Solar Observatory, Tucson, Ariz.



LaBay Exploration, L.L.C.

111 Veterans Blvd. Suite 1550
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

Offi ce: 504-371-5967
Fax: 504-371-5969

www.labayexploration.com

HARBRIDGE
PETROLEUM CORPORATION

JOHN P. HARLAN
P.O. BOX 7865 

METAIRIE, LA 70010-7865
(504) 831-4693

(3200 Ridgelake Drive - Ste 207
Metairie, LA 70002)

Roy Walther
Petroleum Geologist

2421 Prancer Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

504-392-8513 phone/fax
504-392-9332

JURASIN
OIL & GAS, INC.
9700 Richmond Ave., Suite 124

Houston, Texas 77042-4821
Phone 832 242 6000

Fax 713 917 0493
Cell  504 931 7506

John M. Jurasin, President
Cert. Pet. Geologist #4284                                    

Cert. Prof. Earth Scientist #1961     
johnjurason@jurasinoilgas.com

Right Energy, Ltd.
C.M. "Max" Jacobs

Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1023
Mandeville, LA 70470-1023

Off. (985) 502-9104

SEEK PRODUCTION
Petroleum Engineering and

 Geologic Consultants. 
Over 30 years of large & small company experience

   Brian Evans               William Geen, Jr.
Sr. Petroleum Engineer       Geology & Geophysics

Houston and Greater New Orleans Areas
Louisiana 602-799-5925  
Texas       281-710-7034

email: williamgeen@bellsouth.net
website: seekproductionllc.com

Louis Gilbert
and Associates, Inc.

Consulting Geologists

LOUIS F. GILBERT

3636 N. Causeway Blvd. Suite 204
Metairie, LA 70002-7216

(504) 834-8112
FAX (504) 834-1736

louis@louisgilbert.com



CONTACTS
Administrative Secretary
Carol St. Germain
504-267-3466, 
cstg6755@aol.com

Reservations, Ed Barry 
504-835-2508

Chairman, Louis Lemarie' 
504-393-8659, jlmarie@cox.net

Vice-Chairman, Michael Fein 
504-885-0004
mikef@wtoffshore.net

Treasurer, Reese Pinney
504-566-9802 X-121  
rbpinney@bellsouth.net

Secretary,
Historical & Remembrances
Al Baker 504-836-2710
abaker1006@aol.com

Membership, Tony Carollo   
504-885-0004
tcarollo@bellsouth.net

Website, Dave Broadbridge
david@kimsuoil.com

Newsletter, Tom Klekamp 
985-845-4046
klekamp@bellsouth.net

GREEN ROYALTY EXCHANGE, L.L.C.
OIL & GAS EXPLORATION 

AND DEVELOPMENT

A T Green, Jr.
Managing Partner

SIPES Honorary Membership Award, 2007
API Meritorious Service Award, 2007

110 Veterans Memorial Boulevard, Suite 347
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

Offi ce: 504-836-2336
Mobile: 504-450-3847

Fax: 504-836-2334

gex-lex@cox.net

Residence: 504-837-5672

TERRASCAN 
COMPANY, INC.

Petroleum Geoscience

ROBERT G. MURPHY
President, Chief Geoscientist

114 Logan Lane, Suite 2
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459

850-401-3016 offi  ce     504-913-4528 cell
terrascan.inc@mchsi.com

Development and Management 
of Petroleum Ventures

ALPINE EXPLORATION
COMPANIES, INC.

 Al Porretto and
Merle Duplantis, Vice-President, Geology 

5910 N Central Xway, Ste 270
Dallas, Texas 75206
www.alpineexci.com

ap@alpinexci.com    md@alpinexci.com
 Dallas #s   

214-692-0070    Fax: 214-692-0071
Merle’s Mobile: 504-236-4650  

Al’s Moble 504-452-4020

BRUNET 
FINANCIAL GROUP
Randy Brunet, CPA, PFS

Securities offered through 
HD Vest Investment Services, Mbr SPIC

Advisory services offered through
HD Vest Advisory Services, 

Non-Bank Subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Co.

446 Rosa Avenue
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

504-838-0227  Fax 504-833-5217
eltonfan@bfg.nocoxmail.com

SEISOX, LLC
Seismic Opportunity Exploration

Seismic Interpretation
2D/3D

Map - Generate - Evaluate
Geoquest - SMT - Landmark

Philip Haerer
Consulting Geophysicist

504-885-9238  
cell 504-250-0451

phaerer@bellsouth.net

GEO-DRAFT, INC.
A Professional Drafting and Graphics Firm
Geological, Geophysical & Land Drafting

Courtroom & Legal Graphics
Anthony Catalanotto, President

3349 Ridgelake Drive, Suite 202
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

Offi ce 504-836-2882  
Cellular 504-481-7291

Fax 504-836-2877  Home 504-464-5737

geodraft@bellsouth.net

ZOT OIL & GAS, INC

Jim Zotkiewicz, Geologist
Jimzot38@zotoil.com

3200 Ridgelake Drive
Metairie, LA 70002

504-831-4694
Fax 504-831-4698



Upcoming Conventions, Conferences and Expos

TITLE DATES LOCATION
GTW Geoscience Aspects of Estimating Petroleum Resources and Reserves 09-11 September 2009 Houston
AAPG - Eastern Section 20-22 September 2009 Evansville, IN
GCAGS-GCSSEPM 59th Annual Meeting 27-29 September 2009 Shreveport, LA
Hedberg - Deepwater Fold and Thrust Belts 04-09 October 2009 Tirrenia, Italy
AAPG - Mid-Continent Meeting 11-13 October 2009 Tulsa, OK
GSA - Annual Meeting 18-21 October 2009 Portland, OR
GTW - GIS Applications in Oil & Gas TBA November 2009 Dallas, TX
AAPG International Conference & Exhibition 15-18 November 2009 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
API Delta Section Joint Meeting 10 November 2009 New Orleans - Roosevelt 
European Region Annual Conference 23-24 November Paris-Malmaison, France
APPEX 02-04 March London, UK
AAPG - Annual Convention 11-17 April 2009 New Orleans
SIPES - 47TH Annual Meeting 21-24 June 2010 Colorado Springs, CO
GEO India - 2d Annual South Asian Geosciences Conference & Exhinbition 08-10 December 2010 India
AAPG 2011 Annual Meeting 10-13 April 2011 Houston
AAPG Rocky Mtn Meeting 25-29 June 2011 Casper, WY

Alternate Energy:
Photovoltaics

Understanding passive margins—thick-
accumulations of sediments built above 
the juncture between continental and 
oceanic crusts—has far-reaching eco-
nomic and societal implications. Passive 
margins underlie the coastal regions of 
most of the conterminous United States, 
extending continuously from Texas east-
ward to Florida and northward to Maine. 
They hide most of the undiscovered hy-
drocarbon reserves of the United States, 
and they are excellent sites for seques-
tering carbon dioxide. Natural hazards of 
hurricanes, tsunamis, sea level rise, and 
rapid subsidence, and concerns related to 
the United Nations Law of the Sea, also 
make it imperative to better understand 
passive margins, and how they form and 
evolve.

Economic and societal concerns provide 
natural avenues for explaining the impor-
tance of this and other hypothesis-driven 
geoscientifi c research efforts to U.S. 
taxpayers and political leaders, espe-
cially because much of the United States 
population lives on or near our passive 

margins. Linkages between fundamental 
geoscientifi c research and societal issues 
are relatively visible and easy to explain 
to residents of the tectonically active 
western United States, and comprehen-
sive studies of U.S. passive margins 
present a similar opportunity to reach 
and teach residents of the eastern and 
southern United States Furthermore, the 
economic potential of passive margins 
invites joint study and sharing of data by 
industrial and academic scientists.

Excepted from Eos, Transactions of the 
American Geophysical Union, 12 FEB 2008. 
Authors: Robert J. Stern, Geosciences De-
partment, University of Texas at Dallas, 
Richardson; E-mail: rjstern@utdallas.edu; 
and Simon Klemperer, Dept of Geophysics, 
Stanford University, Stanford, Calif.

Where's the beef?

New Orleans Chapter members are most 
welcome to submit wrticles to the Chapter 
Newsletter.  We could use some scouting 
news and information about developments 
and exploration activity in south Louisiana.

U.S. Passive Margins:
Are We Missing an Impor-
tant Opportunity?

Annual Photovoltaic 
Domestic Shipments, 1998 - 2007

Year Photovoltaic Cells & Modules1

1998  15,069
1999  21,201
2000  19,838
2001  36,310
2002  45,313
2003  48,664
2004  78,346
2005        134,465
2006  206,511
2007  280,475
U.S. Total 886,193

1 Total shipments minus export shipments.
Notes: Totals may not equal sum of components 
due to independent rounding.
Total shipments include those made in or shipped 
to U.S. Territories.
Source: Energy Information Administration, Form 
EIA-63B, "Annual Photovoltaic Module/Cell 
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BLAST ROBOTICS CONVENTION

Below, latest monthly wellhead prices for gas $/MCF.  
Jan-09 Feb-09 Mar-09 Apr-09 May-09 Jun-09 
  5.15   4.19   3.72   3.43   3.45   3.45


