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Co-Chairman's Message

We kick off our 2010-2011 year on Tues-
day, September 21st at the usual time and 
place – Andrea’s in Metairie at 11:30 a.m.

At this time last year I thought I would be 
just reading this column, not writing it!  
Things don’t always work out as anticipat-
ed, we do the best we can.

In this connection, there will be a change 
in the chapter offi cers.  R.T. Cerniglia 
has agreed to act as Co-Chairman with me 
and together we will both assume the du-
ties of the Vice Chairman.  Reese Pinney 
will continue as Treasurer and Al Baker 
as Secretary.  Tom Klekamp, thankfully, 
will stay on as Newsletter chairman along 
with Carol St. Germain, our administra-
tive secretary.  Ed Barry will call to re-
mind everyone of the meetings and take a 
head count for the restaurant.  This is Ed’s 
twenty-second year with us.  Jim Evans is 
the new board member from our chapter, 
replacing Ken Huffman who is now the 
National SIPES President.

For the fi rst meeting, I was delighted that 
Professor Eric Smith with the Tulane 
Energy Institute accepted an invitation to 
speak.  Professor Smith last addressed our 
group in January, 2009 with an excellent 
presentation on oil and gas prices.

Since the ill-fated BP blowout, if you have 
followed events in the media, you know 
Professor Smith was one of the experts 
interviewed on numerous occasions, both 
locally and nationally.  He always came 
across as a voice of reason in a sea of some-
times chaotic and confl icting verbiage.
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will speak on the BP Incident and related
energy operations/issues

Andrea's Restuarant
Tuesday, September 21

11:30 am social with cash bar
12:00 luncheon seating

This is our fi rst meeting of the season and an excellent opportu-
nity to introduce your colleagues and associates in the geosci-
ence, engineering and allied fi elds to SIPES.  Every prospective 
member is welcomed with a complementary luncheon.  
Reservations, Ed Barry 504-835-2508



Covington 
Exploration 

Company, L.L.C.
Doug Cristina

Geologist

covingtonexpl@bellsouth.net

324 Courthouse Alley
Coviongton, Louisiana

70433

985-875-1283

JACK THORSON
PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST

Northcoast Oil Company
610 East Rutland St

Covington, LA 70433-3221

Phone 985-898-3577
Fax 985-898-3585

jack@northcoastoil.com

BOB DOUGLASS
EXPLORATION CO.

M.R. (Bob) Douglass
Consulting Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1059
Destrahan, LA 70047

bobdouglass@cox.net
985-764-7463

Cell 225-247-0600
Fax 985-764-0955

BEACON 
EXPLORATION

Al Baker, Jr., Senior Explorationist
Abaker1006@aol.com

Hank E. Ecroyd, Senior Explorationist
hecroyd@aol.com

3636 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 210
Metairie, LA  70002

Offi ce: 504-836-2710
Fax: 504-836-2709

His talk will be an overview of the BP 
event, but I am sure he will take questions 
on other subjects such as prices, demand, 
supply, etc.
 
Mark your calendars and  Blackberrys;
the meeting dates for 2010- 2011 are as 
follows:   

 ------ 2010 ------

September 21

October 19

November Joint API Luncheon 
Date to be announced

December 21 - Open Mike Luncheon,
where the fortifi ed and emboldened may 
hold forth on matters of import, being as-
sured of at least one set of  receptive ears.

  ------ 2011------

January 18

February 15

March 15

April 19

May 17 Evening Dinner

Louis Lemarié

Co-Chairman's column Eric Smith

Eric Smith currently is a professor at the A.B. 
Freeman School of Business at Tulane Univer-
sity. He also serves as the Associate Director of 
the Tulane Energy Institute, an economic  re-
search unit focused on energy issues impacting 
the gulf coast region.

He is a 1965 Chemical Engineering graduate 
of Georgia Tech and  earned an MBA, in 1967, 
from Tulane University.  He has 38 years of ex-
perience, fi rst, in the petrochemical industry, 
since 1984, in the international off shore drill-
ing and construction business. 

Eric has worked with Global Industries, Th e 
CRP Group, and Torch Inc. where, as EVP he 
was instrumental in arranging an $80 mm. Ini-
tial Public Off ering. Prior to joining Torch, he 
assisted Italian contractor, Saipem in a major 
public off ering that fi nanced their deep wa-
ter drilling and installation initiative. He also 
served as Chairman and President of Saipem 
Inc., their U.S. subsidiary. Prior to that, Eric 
worked for J. Ray McDermott in the Treasury 
and Business Planning units. 

Eric's petrochemical experience was with Allied 
Chemical, now a unit of Honeywell, and with 
the Ethyl Corporation. At Allied he focused on 
synthetic fi ber production, while at Ethyl, he 
served as Finance Director of the Petroleum 
Chemicals Group, the unit that produced the 
gasoline additive, tetra ethyl lead.

He is author or co-author of several reports 
dealing with LNG markets, long term changes 
in the off shore construction market and most 
recently authored a report on the prospects for 
growth in the use of petroleum coke in the Gulf 
Coast power generation market. He has numer-
ous trade journal articles to his credit and has 
appeared as a speaker in a variety of conferences 
dealing with energy matters.



LaBay Exploration, L.L.C.

111 Veterans Blvd. Suite 1550
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

Offi ce: 504-371-5967
Fax: 504-371-5969

www.labayexploration.com

HARBRIDGE
PETROLEUM CORPORATION

JOHN P. HARLAN
P.O. BOX 7865 

METAIRIE, LA 70010-7865
(504) 831-4693

(3200 Ridgelake Drive - Ste 207
Metairie, LA 70002)

Roy Walther
Petroleum Geologist

2421 Prancer Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

504-392-8513 phone/fax
504-392-9332

JURASIN
OIL & GAS, INC.
9700 Richmond Ave., Suite 124

Houston, Texas 77042-4821
Phone 832 242 6000

Fax 713 917 0493
Cell  504 931 7506

John M. Jurasin, President
Cert. Pet. Geologist #4284                                    

Cert. Prof. Earth Scientist #1961     
johnjurason@jurasinoilgas.com

Right Energy, Ltd.
C.M. "Max" Jacobs

Petroleum Geologist

P.O. Box 1023
Mandeville, LA 70470-1023

Off. (985) 502-9104

SEEK PRODUCTION
Petroleum Engineering and

 Geologic Consultants. 
Over 30 years of large & small company experience

   Brian Evans               William Geen, Jr.
Sr. Petroleum Engineer       Geology & Geophysics

Houston and Greater New Orleans Areas
Louisiana 601-799-5925  
Texas       281-710-7034

email: williamgeen@bellsouth.net
website: seekproductionllc.com

Louis Gilbert
and Associates, Inc.

Consulting Geologists

LOUIS F. GILBERT

3636 N. Causeway Blvd. Suite 204
Metairie, LA 70002-7216

(504) 834-8112
FAX (504) 834-1736

louis@louisgilbert.com



CONTACTS
Administrative Secretary
Carol St. Germain
504-267-3466, 
cstg6755@aol.com

Co-chairmen and Vice-chairmen 
Louis Lemarié 504-393-8659, 
jlmarie@cox.net, 
and
R. T. Cerniglia 504-780-0097
cigexploration@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Reese Pinney
504-566-9802 X-121  
rbpinney@bellsouth.net

Secretary,
Historical & Remembrances
Al Baker 504-836-2710
abaker1006@aol.com

Membership, Tony Carollo   
504-885-0004
tcarollo@bellsouth.net

Website, Dave Broadbridge
david@kimsuoil.com

Newsletter, Tom Klekamp 
985-845-4046
klekamp@bellsouth.net

TERRASCAN 
COMPANY, INC.

Petroleum Geoscience

ROBERT G. MURPHY
President, Chief Geoscientist

114 Logan Lane, Suite 2
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459

850-401-3016 offi  ce     504-913-4528 cell
terrascan.inc@mchsi.com

Development and Management 
of Petroleum Ventures

ALPINE EXPLORATION
COMPANIES, INC.

 Al Porretto and
Merle Duplantis, Vice-President, Geology 

5910 N Central Xway, Ste 270
Dallas, Texas 75206
www.alpineexci.com

ap@alpinexci.com    md@alpinexci.com
 Dallas #s   

214-692-0070    Fax: 214-692-0071
Merle’s Mobile: 504-236-4650  

Al’s Moble 504-452-4020

BRUNET 
FINANCIAL GROUP
Randy Brunet, CPA, PFS

Securities offered through 
HD Vest Investment Services, Mbr SIPC

Advisory services offered through
HD Vest Advisory Services, 

Non-Bank Subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Co.

446 Rosa Avenue
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

504-838-0227  Fax 504-833-5217
eltonfan@bfg.nocoxmail.com

SEISOX, LLC
Seismic Opportunity Exploration

Seismic Interpretation
2D/3D

Map - Generate - Evaluate
Geoquest - SMT - Landmark

Philip Haerer
Consulting Geophysicist

504-885-9238  
cell 504-250-0451

phaerer@bellsouth.net

GEO-DRAFT, INC.
A Professional Drafting and Graphics Firm
Geological, Geophysical & Land Drafting

Courtroom & Legal Graphics
Anthony Catalanotto, President

3349 Ridgelake Drive, Suite 202
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

Offi ce 504-836-2882  
Cellular 504-481-7291

Fax 504-836-2877  Home 504-464-5737

geodraft@bellsouth.net

ZOT OIL & GAS, INC

Jim Zotkiewicz, Geologist
Jimzot38@zotoil.com

3200 Ridgelake Drive
Metairie, LA 70002

504-831-4694
Fax 504-831-4698

Green Exploration Co. 
Oil and Gas 

Exploration and Development

A T Green, Jr.   Geologist

110 Veterans Memorial Blvd, Suite 347

Metairie, Louisiana 70005

504-836-2336 offi  ce
504-450-3847    cell
504-836-2334    fax

email: gex-lex@cox.net

Thomas C. Klekamp 

geologist

Amber Resources LLC

106 Chasse Place

Mandeville, Louisiana 70471

985 630 2480

klekamp@bellsouth.net

Oil and Gas Fields of South 
Louisiana 2010 - an update
Carlo Christina reports that the NOGS 
fi eld studies volume is moving accord-
ing to schedule. 

"We thought it would be fi nished in 
time for the October GCAGS Conven-
tion, but this proved unrealistic," said 
Christina, "It will be ready by the end 
of the year."

The project started with a stable of 
perhaps 40 fi elds and it now looks like 
there are 25 defi nites.

All maps, cross-sections, and type-
logs are being redrafted by Anthony 
Catalonotto's Geo-Draft and the  
quality will far exceed any previous 
fi eld studies volume.  As of September  
about half of all the drawings were 
fully completed and everything else is 
in various stages of completion.  



Upcoming Conventions, Conferences and Expos
EVENT DATES CITY

GCAGS Annual Meeting 11-13 October San Antonio
NAPE - Exhibits 17-18 February Houston
AAPG 2011 Annual Meeting 10-13 April 2011 Houston

The following is a listing, in terms of 
completion, with possibly two more in 
the process of being submitted at the last 
minute.

RAMOS (LILY BOOM) 
LAC BLANC 

STELLA
PINE PRAIRIE

BAYOU POSTILLION
LAKE SALVADOR

KENT BAYOU (ETOUFFEE)
RIGHTHAND CREEK
LAKE BOUDREAUX 

PATTERSON
BAYOU VILLARS

FRESHWATER BAYOU
MYETTE POINT NW
BRETON SOUND 53 

MANILA VILLAGE SE
COTE BLANCHE BAY WEST 

CREOLE -WEST CAMERON BLK 2
EUGENE ISLAND BLOCK 

NORTH BLACK BAY
NORTH BLACK BAY EAST EXT.

LAKE BOEUF, SW 
PORT HUDSON

SATURDAY ISLAND, SE
LAKE WASHINGTON

JUDGE DIGBY

Oil & Gas Fields 2010 continued

Professional Geoscience 
Registration enacted in 
Louisiana.  What it means 
for you.

The recent Louisiana Legislature passed 
Senate Bill 788, the "Louisiana Profes-
sional Geoscience Practice Act." Gov-
ernor Jindal signed it and it is now Act 
974.  The Bill was introduced into the 
2010 Session by Senator Troy Hebert 
of St. Martinville.  The entire 27-page 
marked up version of the bill is available 
online at: 
http://www.legis.state.la.us/billdata/
streamdocument.asp?did=723984

The group sponsoring this bill was the 
Baton Rouge Geological Society, though 

a stratigraphic or historical geological in-
vestigation for archaeological purposes.
(8) Testifying or preparing and present-
ing an exhibit or document for the sole 
purpose of being placed in evidence be-
fore an administrative or judicial tribu-
nal or hearing if the testimony, exhibit, 
or document does not imply that the 
person is licensed under this Chapter.

1-Year Granfathering period. An ap-
plicant who applies for licensure under 
this Chapter prior to January 1, 2012, 
shall be exempt from taking the exami-
nation described in Subparagraph (a) 
of this Paragraph if the applicant satis-
fi es all the requirements of this Subsec-
tion.

What will it cost? Once the nine Board 
members are named by Governor Jindal, 
they will establish a set of fees to support 
the Board.  Note, the Board, its records 
and activities must be fee-supported; 
our Legislature was adamant about the 
establishment of more boards and in-
sisted there be no public funds involved.  
Estimates by supporters of the bill, say 
the application may run from $100-200 
and an annual fee of $100 for renewals.  
One idea is to pay the initation and then 
let the license sit in "limbo" until the li-
censee actually has to use the license in 
professional practice. Then the annual 
fee would kick in.

Who should register? If you are working 
in the areas of natural hazards, shallow 
hazard investigations, regulatory (LA-
DEQ), groundwater, or environmental 
geology in the public domain you will 
need licensing, especially if you are a 
principal or owner of your company.  As 
noted above, petroleum geoscientists are 
exempt.    There are several petroleum 
geologists in Texas who registered there 
and subsequently did not renew because 
it wasn't needed in their work.  If you feel 
you may shift to these above areas in the 
future, it may be worth going through 
the registration process for a license.

the bill had endorsements from the 
Lafayette  and New Orleans geological 
societies.  In addition, several prominent 
oil and gas geologists in the Lafayette 
area endorsed the SB 788.  However, 
many Shreveport geologists were gener-
ally against the bill.

Exemptions.  There are important ex-
emptions to Act 974 and you need to be 
aware of them.  The portions relevant to 
SIPES members are empahsized below. 

The following activities do not require a 
license under Act 974.
(1) Geoscientifi c work performed by an 
employee or a subordinate of a license 
holder ... if the work does not include the 
responsible charge of geoscientifi c work 
and is performed under the direct super-
vision of a licensed geoscientist who is 
responsible for the work.
(2) Geoscientifi c work performed by an 
offi cer or employee of the United States 
practicing solely as such an offi cer or 
employee.
(3) Geoscientifi c work performed ex-
clusively in exploring for and develop-
ing oil, gas, or other energy resources, 
base metals, or precious or nonprecious 
minerals, including sand, gravel, or ag-
gregate, if the work is done in and for 
the benefi t of private industry.
(4) Geoscientifi c research conducted 
through an academic institution, local, 
state, or federal governmental agency, 
nonprofi t research institution, or
for-profi t organization, including sub-
mission of a report on the research to a
public agency.
(5) Teaching geoscience or a related 
physical or natural science.
(6) Work customarily performed by a 
cartographer, technician, or physical or 
natural scientist, including a geologist, 
geophysicist, soil scientist, chemist, ar-
chaeologist, geographer, or oceanogra-
pher, if the work does not include the 
practice of geoscience.
(7) Work performed by an archaeologist, 
geoscientist, or other person conducting 
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