
Chairman's Message
At the pre-Christmas meeting on December 23, 
forty-one members and guests attended our “no 
speaker” event, enjoying several hours of social-
izing along with Chef Andrea's excellent lunch!

This month, we have something of a “double 
header” at the January 18 meeting.  Our speak-
er will be John A. Lopez, Ph.D., the Director of 
the Coastal Sustainability Program for the Lake 
Pontchartrain Basin Foundation.  John has been 
an active advocate for the past 15 years for 
coastal science and the wetland crisis in South 
Louisiana.  Since he began his career as a geolo-
gist and geophysicist in the oil and gas industry, 
he has a unique perspective into the subject.

Also joining us at the meeting will be the SIPES 
National directors, in town for the quarterly 
board meeting, along with Executive Director, 
Diane Finstrom.

As a reminder for your calendars, our meetings 
for the rest of the current session, which will be 
held at Andrea’s, are:

January 18
February 15
March 15
April 19
May 17 (evening banquet)

With the New Year comes another regular an-
noyance:  Second half dues are now due!
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"Mama mia!" Chef Andrea describes his Ospite Tavolo

at the December SIPES meeting

January Speaker: Dr. John Lopez 

Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation

"My perspective of the BP oil spill as a former 
local oilman now local environmentalist"

            

Tuesday, January 18th

Andrea's Ristorante

Metairie

Social and cocktails 11:30 a.m.

Seating for luncheon 12 noon
 

John Lopez: Biographical Profi le

John’s career is distinguished by a penchant to cross professional boundaries often lead-
ing to innovation and successful collaboration.  Born in 1954 in New Orleans, John holds 
a Masters degree in Geology from the University of Southern California and a PhD in 
Coastal Sciences of Biology, Coastal Engineering and Geology from the University of 
New Orleans where he worked with Dr. Shea Penland, He has over 35 publications rang-
ing in topics from Spectral Coherence of Seismic Imaging to the Environmental History 
of Southeast Louisiana since 1718.   While working in the oil industry for 20 years in 
the Gulf Coast, John was one of the fi rst in the oil fi eld to work professionally as both a 
geologist and geophysicist - leading to a major research role in applied science in  oil 
exploration.  He is an accomplished Gulf Coast geologist who fi rst identifi ed active geo-
logic faults in Lake Pontchartrain and their seismicity.

Due to the coastal crisis in Louisiana and his passion for the wetlands, he decided in 
1998 to work full time professionally in coastal science.  He worked for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers in Project Management for the Coastal Restoration Branch includ-
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OIL & GAS FIELDS OF SOUTH 
LOUISIANA 2010 AVAILABLE 
AT JANUARY MEETING!

by Carlo Christina

The New Orleans Geological Society 
announced last week that their long-await-
ed fi eld studies volume, "Oil and Gas Fields 
of South Louisiana 2010" was complete and 
600 copies are available for sale at $75 per 
CD.  CDs will be sold at the January SIPES 
meeting.  

While NOGS is prepared to handle 
credit cards, personal or company checks 
are the preferred form of payment.

Charley Corona gives SIPES members a pre-
view of the new volume

Eric Broadbridge examines the preview

 

New Orleans SIPES Newsletter January 2011Page 2

December Luncheon
John Petrocco, Ed Picou and Frank Rogers 

ing assignments with the Coastal Wetlands, 
Planning Protection and Restoration Act 
(CWPPRA) and the Louisiana Coastal Area 
Ecosystem Restoration Study (LCA).  John 
is President of Delta Science, LLC., a coastal 
consulting fi rm, and is currently Director of 
the Coastal Sustainability Program for the 
Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation.  

He has chaired teams of scientists and en-
gineers to develop a comprehensive en-
vironmental restoration plan for the Lake 
Pontchartrain Basin in Southeast Louisiana 
and a comprehensive plan of coastal res-
toration and fl ood protection recommen-
dations for all of coastal Louisiana.   As an 
outgrowth of this work, he developed the 
Multiple Lines of Defense Strategy to inte-
grate fl ood protection and coastal restora-
tion - prior to Hurricane Katrina.  It was pre-
sented in August 2005 at the Coastal Zone 
05 Conference in New Orleans, where John 
was awarded Orville T. Magoon Award for 
Service (NOAA) for his coastal work.  The 
Multiple Lines of Defense Strategy has 
been adopted by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers in the Louisiana Coastal Protec-
tion and Restoration Report (LACPR) and 
in Louisiana’s State Master Plan which was 
unanimously approved by the legislature 
in 2007. He is currently organizing a new 
expert team to use systems engineering 
principles to evaluate the Corps’ projects 
for 100 year level of hurricane protection 
around the New Orleans region. 

John and his wife Sharon lost their home 
in Hurricane Katrina but have recently re-
built and returned to their home site on the 
north shore of Lake Pontchartrain where 
they can once again enjoy boating and the 
outdoors with their four stray dogs.

John Lopez bio, continued
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Dues Insert

spring session 
dues are due!

SOCIETY OF INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL EARTH SCIENTISTS
NEW ORLEANS CHAPTER
POST OFFICE BOX 50088

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70150-0088

Please send your check for the Spring 2011 dues to SIPES New Orleans Chapter at the address listed above. If you would like to renew or place a new ad for this term, please send an ad-
ditional $25, or $50 for the year. If you are placing an ad for the fi rst time please include a business card or copy of the ad. It will be scanned for placement in the newsletter. In addition, 
please note there are volunteer opportunities to help the chapter. Consider donating to the Remembrance Fund, the Philanthropic Fund, or the General Fund.

Invoice
SPRING 2011 SEMI-ANNUAL DUES

    Spring 2011 Semi-Annual Dues…………………………………………..………. $110.00_______
               (Delinquent March 1, 2011)
               (Delinquent Fee , after March 1, 2011)……...………………………………... $20.00 _______
     Advertisers ---- ½ year business card in newsletter..………………………………...  $25.00 _______
               Company Ads:  ¼ page @ $100, ½ page @ $250, or full page @ $400 ……… _______

               (Please submit a business card or ad with your payment.)
     Remembrance Fund …………………………………………………………………. $25.00 _______
     General Fund ………………………………………………………………………… $25.00 _______
     Philanthropic Fund ………………………………………………………………….. $25.00 _______

Total Payment :  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>    _______
If you are paying by a company check, please print the member’s name on the check!

Help us keep in contact with you by updating the information below by returning this sheet with your check:

Name:             
Company: 

Address:
                       

Email:
Home Phone:
Work Phone: 

Fax :  
Cell :      



CHAPTER CONTACTS

Administrative Secretary
Carol St. Germain  504-267-3466 

cstg6755@aol.com

Co-chairmen and Vice-chairmen 
Louis Lemarié 504-393-8659, 

jlmarie@cox.net, 
and

R. T. Cerniglia 504-780-0097
cigexploration@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Reese Pinney
504-566-9802 X-121  

rbpinney@bellsouth.net

Secretary,
Historical & Remembrances

Al Baker 504-836-2710
abaker1006@aol.com

Membership, Tony Carollo   
504-885-0004

tcarollo@bellsouth.net

Website, Dave Broadbridge
david@kimsuoil.com

Editor, Tom Klekamp 
985-845-4046

klekamp@bellsouth.net

TERRASCAN 
COMPANY, INC.

Petroleum Geoscience

ROBERT G. MURPHY
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Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459
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Development and Management 
of Petroleum Ventures

ALPINE EXPLORATION
COMPANIES, INC.

 Al Porretto and
Merle Duplantis, Vice-President, Geology 

5910 N Central Xway, Ste 270
Dallas, Texas 75206
www.alpineexci.com

ap@alpinexci.com    md@alpinexci.com
 Dallas #s   

214-692-0070    Fax: 214-692-0071
Merle’s Mobile: 504-236-4650  

BRUNET 
FINANCIAL GROUP
Randy Brunet, CPA, PFS

Securities offered through 
HD Vest Investment Services, Mbr SIPC

Advisory services offered through
HD Vest Advisory Services, 

Non-Bank Subsidiaries of Wells Fargo & Co.

446 Rosa Avenue
Metairie, Louisiana 70005

504-838-0227  Fax 504-833-5217
eltonfan@bfg.nocoxmail.com

SEISOX, LLC
Seismic Opportunity Exploration

Seismic Interpretation
2D/3D

Map - Generate - Evaluate
Geoquest - SMT - Landmark

Philip Haerer
Consulting Geophysicist

504-885-9238  
cell 504-250-0451

phaerer@bellsouth.net

GEO-DRAFT, INC.
A Professional Drafting and Graphics Firm
Geological, Geophysical & Land Drafting

Courtroom & Legal Graphics
Anthony Catalanotto, President

3349 Ridgelake Drive, Suite 202
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

Offi ce 504-836-2882  
Cellular 504-481-7291

Fax 504-836-2877  Home 504-464-5737
www.geodraftinc.com
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Fax 504-831-4698
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A T Green, Jr.   Geologist

110 Veterans Memorial Blvd, Suite 347

Metairie, Louisiana 70005
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email: gex-lex@cox.net

Thomas C. Klekamp 
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Amber Resources LLC
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December Luncheon:
Phil Haerer performs 
slight of hand geophys-
ical tricks for skeptical 
Scott Wainwright and 
Art Cerniglia.



SOCIETY OF INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL EARTH SCIENTISTS
NEW ORLEANS CHAPTER - NEWSLETTER

P.O. BOX 50088
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70150-0088

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

December Luncheon 
Clockwise from upper left
Will Conatser and Merle Duplantis; 
Jim Evans, Carlo Christina, and Jeff  Martin; Brenda 
Reilly, Mike Fein, Jack Gross and Kevin McVey

More photos in this issue


